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	Harris Township

C/O Michele Smith, Clerk

30037 Harris Towns Road

Grand Rapids, MN  55744

	

	ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
	


From a Township Supervisor’s Desk





By Larry Key, Supervisor 





Harris Township has two parks with skating rinks.  Wendigo Park rink is located on Sunny Beach Road, just off Wendigo Road / County Road 67, at the site of the old Wendigo School.  And Crystal Park rink is located on Crystal Springs Road, about ½ mile past Zorbaz restaurant.





The township has a high capacity well at each of these two parks, rated at 250 gallons per minute, which are used by the Grand Rapids fire department for hydrants.  These wells are also used to flood the ice rinks.  





Our Maintenance Workers usually start flooding the rinks when the temperature gets below freezing.  Successfully flooding the rinks can be a challenge for our crew.  When temperatures are 20 degrees one day and 35 degrees the next, it causes the ice they built previously to melt.  





Crystal rink has always been more of a challenge to flood than Wendigo because the rink was built east and west, so the sun melts the ice faster.  Also, Wendigo has many large trees to protect the ice and was built north to south.





Once we have the ice, we try to keep the rinks open until sometime in February – as long as weather permits and the ice is safe. 


	Supervisor Larry Key


Bot.





















































The first Harris Township Centennial Committee Meeting





By Treasurer, Peggy Bishop





There will be a meeting on Wednesday, January 30, 2008 at 7:30pm at the Harris Town Hall to discuss our upcoming centennial celebration.





If you are at all interested, please come and bring any ideas you might have to celebrate this event.





Some ideas to consider would be a historical book, a picnic, a parade, a talent show – or whatever you can think of.





Hope to see you there!!  


Questions: call Peggy Bishop at 326-6368. 





BOARD DIRECTORY





Supervisors:


 > Larry Key……..……. 326-3608 or 


		           244-5248


 > Gary Rosato …….… 326-4704


 > Dennis Kortekaas… 326-1882





Clerk and Cemetery Sexton:


 > Michele Smith ……...327-9930


   Or � HYPERLINK "mailto:michelesmithclerk@msn.com" ��michelesmithclerk@msn.com�





Treasurer:


  > Peggy Bishop………326-6368














HARRIS


 TOWNSHIP


2008 MEETING


 SCHEDULE





The Harris Town Board will meet on the following dates in 2008, with the meetings starting at 7:30 p.m., and held at the Harris Town Hall, 21998 Airport Road.





Regular 		      Planning & Development


Meetings: 		Meetings:


(Second Wed.		(Fourth Wed.


 of the month)     		of the month)





January 9  		January 23           


February 13		February 27


March 12         		March 26 	


April 9			April 23


May 14       	      	May 28 


June11			June 25


July 9    			July 23 


August 13		August 27


September 10   		September 24 


October 8		October 22


November 12    		November 26  


December 10		(tentative)











Harris Township


Newsletter








Town Election


TUESDAY, MARCH 11th


Polls open from noon – 8pm


Vote for one Supervisor (3 year term) and one Clerk (2 year term)





Annual Town


Meeting


TUESDAY, MARCH 11th at 8:15pm – Harris Town Hall  Vote on the proposed  levy amounts for 2009



































Harris Township will soon have its own 


Website!  





By Michele Smith, Clerk





In the first Harris Township newsletter, I stated that I’d hoped to have website for our township by the first of year, 2008.  I did take a website design class, but found that designing a website from scratch, on my own, would be quite a task.  I still planned to create one…”when I had time”.  Well, the time I needed to tackle a project of that size never seemed to materialize.  


Then, a couple months ago, I saw an article titled “How to set up a website” in the Minnesota Township News.  It described an online website creator interface option, and recommended one especially designed for city and township governments, called GovOffice.    It was just what I needed!  Thankfully, the Board thought so too.


I have started developing the website, and hope to have it up and running by March 2008 – in time for the Annual Meeting.  


The site will contain contact information for the Officers of the Board, agendas and meeting minutes, a meeting schedule and calendar, cemetery contact information and policies, town hall contact information and rental policy, Crystal and Wendigo Parks information, Township statistics, a list and map of township roads, copies of newsletters, photos of our township, a list of ordinances, links to relative sites, seasonal news and community events.


I want our township website to be a valuable resource for board members, town residents and potential new residents or visitors, so I welcome and encourage your feedback and suggestions on what you’d like to see included on the website.  Please email me at � HYPERLINK "mailto:michelesmithclerk@msn.com" ��michelesmithclerk@msn.com� with your comments & suggestions.  


Also, if you have any digital pictures of township “attractions” or events that we could use on the website, please forward to me at the email addresses above.  


I will reveal the website address in the next newsletter.  Wish me luck!


		Michele Smith, Clerk











              �


For Cemetery Information, contact Clerk, Michele Smith at


327-9930 or email, at 


MicheleSmithClerk@msn.com








The 2009 Budget Process Begins Now


By Peggy Bishop, Treasurer      �





During the next several months, the Harris Town Board will be conducting ongoing budget meetings to set the 2009 budget.  This budget amount guides the proposed levy amounts presented to residents to vote on at the Annual Town Meeting on March 11th, 2008. 





The process is started by going though each fund and seeing how close we came to the projected ending balance for 2007.  Harris Township budgets for eight different funds:  





General fund


Road & Bridge fund


Equipment fund


Cemetery fund


Recreation fund


Buildings & Grounds fund


Fire fund


Capital Improvement fund





Each fund is reviewed in detail and a budget amount is set for each line item within that fund.  When setting the budget, the Board must consider what projects will be done and what items will need to be replaced in 2009, and their associated costs.  This can be a very difficult process, especially for the Road & Bridge fund.  





The budget meetings are open to the public so that anyone may come and participate in the process.  Watch the posting board at the Town Hall for meeting dates and times.














Snowplowing our


Township Roads





























By Gary Rosato,Supervisor





Currently we have over 30 miles of roads to maintain within our township.  At present, our Maintenance Crew performs gravel grading, minor bituminous patching, crack-filling, sign maintenance, right of way ditch clearing, grass mowing, and plowing of our Harris Cemetery, Town Hall, Service Center, Boat Landings, and Parks. 





However, when it comes to the snowplowing and sanding of our roads, Harris Township contracts with Itasca County to perform this duty.   Itasca County provides this service with the highest regard to safety of the motoring public.





For our township roads that do not yet have a proper turn around for the large county plow, Harris Township currently contracts with Lease Landscaping to plow those roads on a timely basis.  





If you have any concerns regarding the plowing of your road, feel free to contact any of your Board Supervisors.


(see contact information – pg 4)























RECIPE CORNER


By Peggy Bishop, Treasurer





Nutty Cracker Delights





42 Club Crackers (2 ½” x 1”)


½ cup butter or margarine


½ cup sugar


1 tsp vanilla extract


1 cup chopped almonds





Prepare crackers in a single layer in a foil lined 15” x 10” x 1” baking pan.





In a saucepan, over medium heat, melt butter.  Add sugar.  Bring to a boil, stirring constantly.  Boil for 2 minutes.  Remove from heat and add vanilla.





Pour mixture evenly over crackers.  (You many need to use a spatula to distribute evenly.)  Sprinkle with nuts.





Bake at 350 degrees for 10-12 minutes or until lightly browned.  Immediately, remove from the ban, cutting between crackers as needed.





Cool on wire rack.  Store in an airtight container.  Freezes well. 





2008 ELECTION DATES:





Primary Election:  September 9th


General Election:   November 4th





PRECINCT CAUCUSES will be held on February 5th at 7:00pm. The Democratic-Farmer-Laborer party caucus will be held at the RJE Middle School, and Republican party will hold their caucus at the Harris Town Hall.





If you would like to serve as an election judge, please attend your political party’s precinct caucus and indicate that you are interested in being an election judge (poll worker), or simply fill out an Election Judge Application.  If you would like an application, please contact me at 327-9930 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:michelesmithclerk@msn.com" ��michelesmithclerk@msn.com�.





For more information on being a judge, visit the MN Secretary of State’s website:


www.sos.state.mn.us. Click on Election Center and then browse by topic.





For 



















































































RINKS IN HARRIS TOWNSHIP





Hours of operation:





Warming houses at Wendigo and Crystal Parks are scheduled to be open during the following times:





Mon – Fri	3:30 to 9:00pm


Saturdays	noon to 8:00pm


Sundays	1:00 to 5:00pm





School Vacation Days


		noon to 8:00pm





Rinks will be closed at minus 10 degrees F.  In case of other extreme weather conditions (storms, wind-chill, warm weather) the decision to close the warming houses will be made by the Maintenance Supervisor.  





The rinks are maintained through the end of February, or as long as the weather permits.








Mission Statement:


The Harris Town Board strives to enhance the quality of life, protect the environment, and maintain the economic stability for the residents of their community.
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