Harris Town Board

ROUND TABLE DISCSSION 

with the Staff of Grand Rapids 
Tuesday, June 24, 2008, 7:00 P.M.

The Harris Town Board met on Tuesday, June 24, 2008 at 7:00 p.m., at the Blandin Foundation, with the following members present: Supervisors Gary Rosato, Dennis Kortekaas, & Larry Key, Treasurer Peg Bishop, Clerk Michele Smith and Township Engineer, Julie Kennedy.  Absent:  None
Present from Grand Rapids were City Engineer,Tom Pagel and Community Development Director, Rob Mattei.
The purpose of tonight's round table was to start dialog between the township and the city staff (not the city council) on boundary lines and proposed roads locations.
Tom provided a map of the “Future Street Master Plan” for the southern portion of the City of Grand Rapids and northern portion of Harris Township.  He reminded everyone that this was just a conceptual map, being used to consider where to align streets in preparation for the Menards store that may be coming in, just south of Super Wal-Mart. 
Some of the roads to be developed in the future extend into Harris Township.  Tom/Rob asked if the township’s comprehensive plan included street planning as they would like to recommend any new construction proposed near a potential road ROW or easement, have an added set back. This would put the building in a better location if/when the road is developed – and not just 10 feet from the road.  Julie explained that the township’s comprehensive plan does not address street planning, but rather addresses basic guidelines for township development.  Supervisor Rosato expressed that the comprehensive plan is a working document, and could be opened back up to address streets – if the board desires.

Utilities were discussed next.  The Tom/Rob proposed that if a business builds just south of the city limits, in Harris Township (which there has been some interest in this, Tom said), and wants the city’s sewer and water, there may be a way to allow the business to buy so much plant capacity from the city for so much money.  It would be within a defined service area.  The Board was not aware of this option.

Rob Mattei recommended that the Township think about doing their own zoning if they get a large store or business in the area.  He explained that the county is not really set up to handle municipal type zoning such as building codes for commercial development.  The Board expressed that they had considered it, but that the legal and liability issues were of great concern.  The group then discussed if the City would be able to govern the zoning of a certain area of the township if there were a joint powers agreement or a joint zoning board formed. This brought up the issue of needing additional services for this development – such as plowing.  And the cost to provide everything for this area could end up costing more than was affordable.  There was also fear expressed that doing this would make that portion of the township easier to annex.  The Board made it clear that they did not want any portion of their township to be annexed by the City of Grand Rapids.
In the summer of 2009, the city’s portion of Airport Road (7th Ave. SE) will be improved, and made into 3 lanes.  This improvement, and the addition of Menards, may drive Itasca County to improve their portion of Airport Road in Harris Township soon after.  The county is talking about making the two 90 degree corners, just south of the Harris Town Hall, less severe and into sweeping/40 mph corners.  They were unable to get easement straight through to Harris Town Road, so are not pursuing that option.
Isleview addition was discussed next.  Tom & Rob were asked if there were still plan by the City of Grand Rapids to annex the Isleview area.  Tom expressed that the current city council is not interested in annexing, but that he was still going to recommend it.  He went on to explain with a drawing that the only way to access this residential “island” area is via Horseshoe Lake Road or Isleview Road.  These roads will soon become city roads, once the city’s annexation of Grand Rapids Township is completed in 2010.  Tom felt that if the residents of Isleview addition have to use one of these two city roads to access their homes (there is no other access), then they should help pay for the needed repairs of those roads through special assessments.  And, the only way to do that is to annex the Isleview Addition area.  The Board did not agree with this reasoning, and added that their residents in that area did not want to be annexed.  
One option discussed was having Itasca County take over Horseshoe Lake Rd and Isleview Road.  If that happened, Tom would no longer recommend annexation. The Board agreed they would pursue this option with the county.
Both the Harris Town Board and the City’s staff agreed that getting together in this casual/round table format was a good thing.  They decided to try and meet once a quarter.
The next meeting was scheduled for September 16, 2008 at the Blandin Foundation, at 7:30pm

This round table discussion ended at 8:30pm.











Respectfully submitted, 











Michele Smith, Clerk
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