Harris Town Board

ROUND TABLE DISCSSION 

with the Staff of Grand Rapids 
Tuesday, September 16, 2008, 7:30 P.M.

The Harris Town Board met on Tuesday, September 16, 2008 at 7:30 p.m., at the Blandin Foundation, with the following members present: Supervisors Gary Rosato, Dennis Kortekaas, & Larry Key, Clerk Michele Smith and Township Engineer, Julie Kennedy.  Absent:  Treasurer Peg Bishop.
Present from Grand Rapids were City Engineer,Tom Pagel and Community Development Director, Rob Mattei.  
Guests:  Denny Johnson and Rob Ege, from MnDOT in Duluth.
The purpose of tonight's round table was to continue dialog between the township and the city staff (not the city council) on proposed road locations.
Rob Mattei went over the proposed Menards project, and stated that SEH had been hired as the RGU (Responsible Government Unit) for the project.  The city was looking for input from MnDOT regarding traffic and the entrance to Hwy 169 based on traffic studies that had been done by a MN traffic consultant.  The proposed location for the entrance is only ¼ mile from the lighted intersection on 29th street, near Wal-Mart, but MnDOT recommends that signals be ½ mile apart.

MnDOT replied that they refer to the Access Management Plan, which takes into consideration the MN trunk highways, spacing of intersections, the in/outs along on the road, and if it’s a lighted intersection, round-about, 4way, etc.  They are flexible, and look at more than just spacing when recommending an intersection location.
Two possible locations discussed for an entrance were on or near the “S” curve, but they were discouraged by the township due to the high speed and low visibility in this area.  MnDOT agreed.

Another location option was near the Don-Al addition.  MnDOT stated there would be a good case for putting an entrance here, on the west side of Highway 169 – even it if was not ½ mile from another lighted intersection.
MnDOT stated that they like working with Townships and Cities on what works best now, and for what is coming down the line, in the years to come.  The group discussed that it would be a good idea to open up the Township’s Comprehensive Plan to add language about a road plan.  This would be beneficial when business want to come in along Hwy 169 and apply for a Conditional Use Permit.  The township could then place conditions on the permit, to keep things consistent with the township’s future road plans.  Especially important would be to look at roads along the dividing line, and where city roads would cross the border and meet up with potential township roads.  That area should be “protected” from development.
Inputting a plan for “trails” was also discussed, so as to preserve areas that trails currently run or could expand to.  

The next quarterly meeting between the Township and the City staff was scheduled for January 20, 2009 at the Blandin Foundation, at 7:15pm.
This round table discussion ended at 9:00pm.


Respectfully submitted










Michele Smith, Clerk
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