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By Michele Smith, Clerk 
I’ve received many questions about why residents in Harris Township cannot get Paul Bunyan’s bundled TV/Internet/phone services.  I’ve also heard that Paul Bunyan is not telling people the whole story as to why Paul Bunyan is not currently available in Harris Township.  I would like to take this opportunity to tell you the “rest of the story”… 
June 28, 2006 Work Session:   Keith Hunt from Paul Bunyan (PB) approached the Harris Town Board about bringing PB service to Harris Township.  The Township’s Attorney and Cable Commission Representative pointed out to Paul Bunyan that Mediacom Cable was already in Harris Township, and that their Franchise Agreement with the township requires that they serve the entire township, in areas of sufficient density (25 or more houses per cable mile).  As a result, Paul Bunyan, by law, would also need to agree to serve an equal area of the township to be in compliance with MN State Statue.  If they didn’t, the Township Attorney warned, Mediacom could sue Harris Township for giving Paul Bunyan a “better deal” by not requiring them to service the entire township – like Mediacom has to.

Paul Bunyan did not agree with the Township Attorney, and stated that they would go elsewhere if required to serve the entire township.  Paul Bunyan only wanted to service residents north of Pokegama Lake. 
At the suggestion of the Township Attorney, the Board agreed to open up the application process for Paul Bunyan, in hopes that they would submit a service area map showing their intention to expand south of Pokegama Lake
July 12, 2006 Regular Board Mtg  
The Board was notified that Paul Bunyan changed their mind on how much of an application fee they were willing to pay.  Initially, they had stated that $2,000 was reasonable but then stated they would pay only
$1,000.  The application fee is used to cover the township’s legal costs in drawing up the Cable Franchise agreement.  The Township Attorney’s estimated cost to do this was about $2,000 - $3,000.  The decision to pursue the application from Paul Bunyan was tabled until July 26, 2006.


July 26, 2006 P&D Meeting        With regards to the service area, Paul Bunyan stated that their plan was to service EVERY resident north of Pokegama Lake and not just in areas of 25 residents or more per mile.  Paul Bunyan’s representative stated that                                                                                                they would probably go south of the lake eventually, but were unwilling to commit to it.  

The Township Attorney felt that Paul Bunyan’s serving every resident on north side of the lake could be comparable to Mediacom’s serving the “whole township, but only in areas of sufficient density.”  As a result, the Board made a motion to proceed with the Cable Franchise Application process, charging only a $1,000 application fee.  

     August 23, 2006 P&D Mtg Public Meeting to Consider Franchise Application from Paul Bunyan:  There were no comments from the public.  Paul Bunyan stated they would not commit to serving the south side of Pokegama Lake, even in the future. Although the Town Board liked the idea of cable being available in new areas north of the lake, and that competition would be good for the township, they did not like that Paul Bunyan was not willing to “play fair”.  One Supervisor voiced that he felt Paul Bunyan was loosing interest in Harris Township.

Sept 13, 2006 Regular Mtg  Conference call with Township Attorney.  Because Paul Bunyan was only willing to accept an obligation to service the north side of Pokegama Lake, the Township Attorney advised that Mediacom could still sue the township.  As a result, the Township Attorney advised that Paul Bunyan be required to “indemnify and defend” the township against any litigation related to the service area issue if it was proposed and accepted.  
The Board agreed with this recommendation, and passed Resolution 2006-007 Cable Services in Harris Township.     (continued on page 2)    
 (Paul Bunyan – continued from page 1)

        October 11, 2006 Regular Mtg  
Email from Township Attorney – Paul Bunyan stated they would not agree to indemnify (protect) the town should Mediacom sue because Paul Bunyan received a “better deal”.

The Cable Commission representative for Harris Township stated that this was the first time Paul Bunyan had refused to service an entire township or city.  It didn’t make sense to him why they would not commit, and there were too many “ifs” for his comfort.

The Board had some of the same concerns.  They tabled a decision about the application from Paul Bunyan until the Oct. 25th, 2006 meeting.

         October 25, 2006 P&D Mtg      At the advice of the Township Attorney, a revised Paul Bunyan agreement was proposed that removed the “indemnify” clause, but required Paul Bunyan to service the entire township within a reasonable amount of time, thus eliminating any grounds for a lawsuit.

This revised permit would convey to Paul Bunyan that the township was serious, and give them another chance to reconsider their position.  It would also show that the township wanted cable competition and that if Paul Bunyan rejected the permit, the public could conclude that Paul Bunyan was simply not willing to be reasonable.

The Board made and passed a motion to approve the Paul Bunyan agreement as revised to service the entire township within 4 years.  

To date, the Township has not heard back from Paul Bunyan regarding the revised agreement offer.  “And now you know, the rest of the story…”

Michele Smith, Clerk
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Relief Road Update
By Julie Kennedy, Township Engineer

Approximately 25 Township residents attended the August 22, 2007 Planning and Development meeting to listen to the presentation of the report investigating the feasibility of constructing a new relief road between Sunny Beach Road and Harris Town Road in Harris Township.
The report discussed the steady increase and future potential of new development in the area, primarily individual lake lot development and platted subdivisions, and how it is putting additional demand on the Township’s roadway infrastructure.

The report presents three options to handle the increased demand on Sunny Beach Road: Option A is to significantly improve Sunny Beach Road in order to better serve as a collector route, with a wider and straighter alignment, while still making it safe for the residential pedestrian traffic on the road.  Option B is to secure a corridor to construct a new relief road connecting Hauser Road and Sunny Beach Road near Adair Road. Option C is to secure a corridor to construct a new relief road connecting Aspen Drive and Sunny Beach Road near Adair Road.

Conclusions of the feasibility study show that:
1.) To serve the potential development in the area, additional roads will need to be constructed. Long and dead-end roads are undesirable for emergency access, as well as general service for the residents. Connectivity of roads is desirable.

2.) If a relief roadway were to be built, it is desirable to construct it as a traffic carrier (collector), with good alignment and controlled access.

3.) The existing north end of Aspen Drive does not fit with proper design requirements for a collector road due to existing horizontal and vertical curves in the road.  

[image: image9.wmf]In summary, the consultant found Option B, securing a corridor for constructing a new relief road connecting to Hauser Road, to be the most feasible and cost effective option from an engineering standpoint.
The Board stated they will thoroughly review the information outlined in the report and make a decision in the upcoming months on whether to proceed with securing a corridor for a new road.                                             ----------
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TWP CONTACT INFORMATION:
BOARD DIRECTORY

Supervisors:
-  Larry Key……..….326-3608 or 


       244-5248

-  Gary Rosato ……..326-4704

-  Dennis Kortekaas.. 326-1882

Clerk and Cemetery Sexton:
 - Michele Smith …327-9930

   Or michelesmithclerk@msn.com
Treasurer:

  - Peggy Bishop…..326-6368
    Town Hall Rental



--------------------------------------------------
	Harris Township

C/O Michele Smith, Clerk

30037 Harris Towns Road

Grand Rapids, MN  55744

	

	ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
	


We need your help to plan the Harris Twp Centennial! 





By Peggy Bishop – Treasurer





         �





In the last newsletter, I was pleased to announce that first meeting of the Harris Town Board was held in November of 1909.  That means our Centennial will be in November of 2009.  We need to start planning the celebration of this historical event.





If you would like to be on the Centennial Planning Committee, or have some Harris Township history or photos to share, please let us know….


Peggy Bishop: 326-6368  - 0R - 


Michele Smith: 327-9930 or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:michelesmithclerk@msn.com" ��michelesmithclerk@msn.com�


                                   -----------------------








              �


For Cemetery Information, contact Clerk, Michele Smith at


327-9930 or email, at 


MicheleSmithClerk@msn.com























ROADSIDE


CLEAN-UP DAY in HARRIS TOWNSHIP





By Dennis Kortekaas – Supervisor





The Town Board would like to invite all residents to participate in a township- wide ROADSIDE clean-up day on Wednesday, September 19th, 2007.  Residents may clean a section of their road and then bring the garbage to the Harris Town Hall for disposal





Please bring any roadside debris to the town hall between 8:00pm and 9:00pm only, on Wed. 9/19 for collection & disposal. 


If garbage bags or safety vests are wanted, please contact Supervisor Dennis Kortekaas at 326-1882.  


The Harris Town Board and Officers will be cleaning up the two mile section of River Road they adopted, beginning at 6:00pm that evening of Sept. 19th.  They will begin at the Harris Cemetery. Anyone interested in helping with this section is welcome and encouraged to meet them there.                                ---------------





… Relief Road article continued





REMINDER: 


Flowers and decorations at the Harris Cemetery should have been removed by September 4th.  Any remaining items will soon be removed and disposed of by the Township.


Please Call Larry Key with any concerns : 244-5248 or 326-3608








Water Quality and


Clear & Clean lakes


By Gary Rosato - Supervisor





The Harris town board is a member of the South Central Itasca County Intergovernmental Planning Board (“SCICIPB”) which provides us with informational updates and idea sharing of concerns surrounding our local communities.  In the past several years the concern with private sewer system updates or compliance has been an issue within our township.   For us, Pokegama Lake and adjoining waters are an asset to our community providing recreational and attractive home sites for our families, tourist and wildlife.  With many lakes through-out our county, we must be good stewards and be proactive to ensure that our lakes and rivers stay clean and clear as a legacy to our communities.  The following is a brief explanation as to what has been accomplished thus far with recommendations from the SCICIPB to the county board:





In 2004 the SCICIPB began a proactive examination in the county of ways in which to preserve water quality and keep lakes clean and clear.  After hearing concerns about septic systems issues from local residents and property owners, the SCICIPB conducted a study in 2005 of existing wastewater management in south central Itasca County.  A report was published outlining current septic facilities and existing concerns.  In December 2005 a Waste Water Initiative Team (I-Team) was formed by the SCICPB for the purpose of reviewing wastewater issues in the rural areas of the county.  The I-Team consists of elected officials, government professionals, public utilities commission members and planning commission members, citizens and wastewater professionals.  Based on the findings conducted, the SCICIPB made a formal recommendation to the Board of Commissioners that a wastewater management district be formed for all of Itasca County for the purpose of managing individual sewage treatment systems.  The SCICIPB further recommended that participation in the district be determined by the local governing body of each township or city.  Establishment of this wastewater district is now being considered and reviewed by the County Board.                        ---------------------

















Harris Township








   �


From a Township Supervisor’s Desk





By Larry Key, Supervisor 





Harris Cemetery is maintained and kept neat and clean daily for our residents and others.  When there is vandalism at the cemetery, or any township property, it affects a lot of people. 


On July 6, 2007, vandalism occurred at the Harris Cemetery.  Headstones were tipped over, the Veteran’s Memorial sustained damage, flower pots were dumped about, luminary lights were broken, sheppard hooks were bent, flags were burned, and the list goes on.  Estimating the value of the personal property was very hard, if not impossible.  There were a total of 106 pictures taken by the Itasca Sheriff’s department.  


A group of concerned citizens and others posted a reward, yet vandalism occurred again and again.  Each time, beer cans were found at the site, the portable toilet was tipped over, and damage to grave sites was found. With hard work by the Itasca County Sheriffs Dept., the vandals were finally caught on July 27, 2007. All three were juveniles.


The Town Board would like to thank the Sheriffs Dept. for all their hard work on this case, and our citizens for their phone calls, patience and support.


In order to better protect the interest of our citizens, the Harris Town Board recently ordered new video security cameras to be placed at our township properties.   ----------





UPCOMING TWP MEETINGS





Regular Meeting


Wed. September 12, 2007


Harris Town Hall – 7:30pm





Planning & Development Mtg


Wed. September 26, 2007


Harris Town Hall – 7:30pm





Regular Meeting


Wed. October 10, 2007


Harris Town Hall – 7:30pm





Planning & Development Mtg


Wed. October 24, 2007


Harris Town Hall – 7:30pm





Regular Meeting


Wed. November 14, 2007


Harris Town Hall – 7:30pm





Planning & Development Mtg


Wed. November 28, 2007


Harris Town Hall – 7:30pm





                        -----------------------





               Minutes from the first  


Harris Town Meeting


Held on Nov. 3, 1909





The first Town Meeting held in the Town of Harris in the County of Itasca and State of Minnesota, at the McCormick School House on the third day of November 1909 was called to order by Mr. S.P. Hegdahl and Mr. Hegdahl was then chosen to preside as Moderator of the Meeting.





The Moderator, at the opening of the meeting, stated the business to be transacted and the order of same, as follows:  To elect three Supervisors, one Clerk, one Treasurer, one Assessor, two Justices of the Peace, two Constables, and one Overseer of Roads, all to hold office until the first annual town election.  A clerk of the meeting and two judges of election were then chosen, vis. Messrs., JH Carson and E.H. Dorothy.  





The meeting then adjourned to Mr. C.K. Mundy’s residence.  


      (First Minutes continued on page 4)





(…First Minutes continued from pg 3)





Proclamation of opening of the polls was then made by the Moderator, and the polls opened and the election of the Town Officers proceeded.





On motion, it was ordered that the following sums of money be raised by tax upon the taxable property in said Town for the following purposes for the current year:


For General Township purposes $150


For Road and Bridge purposes $800





At five o’clock, the polls were closed, proclamation thereof being made by the Moderator.  The Judges then proceeded to publicly canvass the votes , and the persons having the greatest number of votes for the respective offices voted for, were declared elected.





Statement of Result of Canvass – Nov 3, 1909


S.P Hegdahl for Supervisors – 14 votes


D.D. Jacobs for Supervisor – 14 votes


R.L. West for Town Clerk – 13 votes


Henry Becker for Treasurer – 13 votes


E. H. Dorothy for Assessor - 14 votes


S.G. Benzing Justice of Peace – 14 votes


C.K. Mundy Justice of Peace – 14 votes


G. H. Jacobs for Constable – 14 votes


Martin Duffsig for Constable – 13 votes


J.M Powers Overseer of Roads- 14 votes





Positions to be held until the next annual town meeting. Attest: Ralph L. West, Clerk 





























DID YOU KNOW?





Your Town Board attends special training twice a year, put on by the Minnesota Association of Townships. There are classes especially for Supervisors, Clerks and Treasurers.   Topics include administrative and procedural requirements to run meetings and run townships, certification training for the Board of Appeal and Equalization, fraud prevention, updates on legislative changes that affect townships, open meeting law details, a mock meeting, and a question and answer session.  They’re always beneficial.


                           -------------





�


RECIPE CORNER


By Peggy Bishop, Treasurer





Bessie’s Coffee Cake


Mix together: 2 beaten eggs, 1 c. sugar, 


1 c. milk, ¼ c. melted butter, 2 cups flour, 


1 tsp salt, and 4 tsp baking powder.  


Pour into greased and floured 9x13 pan.  





Mix together:  ½ c. brown sugar, 2 TBSP melted butter, 2 tsp cinnamon, 2 TBSP flour and ½ c. chopped nuts.  Sprinkle on top of unbaked batter (above).





Bake for 20 minutes at 375.  ENJOY!!








Mission Statement:


The Harris Town Board strives to enhance the quality of life, protect the environment, and maintain the economic stability for the residents of their community.
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