
Minutes from the March 11, 2009 Regular Meeting of the Harris Town Board  page 1 

 

MINUTES 
From the Harris Town Board’s 

REGULAR MEETING 
March 11, 2009 - 7:30pm 

 
 

1.  Pledge to the flag, followed by the reading of the township mission statement   

2.  Approve minutes of the Regular Meeting February 11, and the P&D Meeting on February 25, the budget 
work session on February 10, and the budget/ board of audit work session on February 18, 2009. 

 

Supervisor Kortekaas made a motion, seconded by Supervisor Key, to approve the minutes as 
presented.  Upon roll call, motion carried. 

 

3. Andy Shaw –  
a.) Paul Bunyan update  

Attorney Shaw has just started to review Paul Bunyan’s application from 2006, and laws regarding 
multiple cable franchises in a township.  Although law does not prevent multiple providers in a 
township, the law does state that one cannot have stricter terms than another.   

In reviewing some of the information he’d received from Clerk Smith, Shaw found that Mediacom’s 
franchise agreement states that it follows Grand Rapid’s agreement.  However, Shaw doesn’t have a 
copy of the Grand Rapids agreement.   

Shaw requested that Clerk Smith send him a copy of the agreement with Grand Rapids, and any/all 
correspondence she had via email with the former attorney that worked on this with the Town Board 
(Bob Vose).   

. 
b.) Request for Board Action (RBA) regarding Itasca County taking over law enforcement of public landings 

Shaw clarified that at the April 14, 2009 County Board meeting, he will attend on behalf of the Board, 
& present the information listed in the RBA.  The Board was fine with this, and signed the RBA as 
presented by Shaw.   

 
c.) Update on vacation status for a portion of Underwood Road 

The end of the Underwood Road is partially developed, and partially undeveloped.  The road ROW 
extends another 40 acres beyond from where it appears to end.  The board was interested in vacating 
that portion as it does not serve a purpose.  Shaw suggested that “abandonment” would be the best 
solution, and can be done by resolution.  Because no maintenance has ever been performed on this 
portion of the roadway, and it is not recorded as owned by the township, the abandonment by resolution 
procedure is allowed by state statute.    

To start the process, Shaw explained that they would need to hold a public hearing, and send 
certified notice to the affected landowners – those whose property abuts the road ROW. These parties 
were identified in the draft notices prepared by Shaw.  Thirty days notice is required for the hearing.  The 
P&D meting of April 22nd suggested date for hearing. 

Julie Kennedy will provide a drawing of the proposed abandonment area at the next meeting, on 
March 25, 2009. 

  
A motion was made by Supervisor Key, seconded by Supervisor Kortekaas, to set date for the 

abandonment of a portion of the Underwood Road that had never been developed and as 
described in the documents provided by Attorney Shaw, for April 22nd, at 7:30pm during the P&D 
Meeting.  Upon roll call, motion carried. 

 
4. Roads 

 Itasca’s County’s renewal contract for annual grading, snowplowing received  
Rates increased for both snowplowing and grading from $600/mile to $660/mile.  Due to the amount of 

information submitted with the contract, the Clerk suggested that the Board consider approval of it at the 
March 25, 2009 P&D meeting, giving them time to review it.  The contract is not due to the County until 
April 10th.   
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The Board agreed to review the annual grading/plowing contract at the March 25, 2009 P&D 
Meeting. 

 Tolerick Road – At the annual township election, a resident of Tolerick Road commented that a culvert 
was put in at the south end of the road.  This is where Tolerick intersects Shadywood Road.  When the 
County came in and repaired Shadywood this last year, they put in a new culvert, but left a sizable 
bump, causing a safety issue for bikers. Larry will call Matzdorf at the County, and ask about the 
culvert.  This was one that was not replaced by the township. 

 Larry’s also got a call from the county on the sink hole on Tolerick; it’s getting worse.  The sink 
hole will be looked at by our maintenance guys. 

 

 Badger Road – Supervisor Key has been working with the County on Badger Road.  This is the road 
that leads into Troop Town/Casper’s Landing.  Key has found that Badger Road is a private road until 
almost the boat landing, then it becomes public, and under the Township’s jurisdiction.  Because 
Badger Road is part of a plat, Julie Kennedy thought it was a publically dedicated ROW.  However, 
Key’s been dealing with “Red” at the County, and he’s stated it’s recorded as a private road.  This is 
also why the road sign says “Badger Road / Private Road”. 

Casper’s landing is listed on the 2009 County “Attachment A” of our Snowplowing/Grading contract, 
but is not shown to be selected for snowplowing or dust guard.   

The Board recalled that the township blacktopped it, but did not state when. However, they built the 
toilets there in 1984, and it was tarred at that time. 

The question arose about easement across this private roadway to get to the township property.  If 
there is not easement, technically we’re landlocked.  The current land owner may be fine with the 
people crossing it to get to the landing, but in the future, they could block the road off.  And, because 
the signage is marked “private”, public emergency vehicles would have trouble finding the landing. 

Key and Julie Kennedy will continue to look into the matter. 
 

 ROW on Wendigo Park Rd – Lake County Power is requesting ROW along the Wendigo Park Road, 
from the Harris Town Road to Alicia Place.  The Board asked Julie Kennedy to look into his request.  

 
5. Treasurer’s Reports 

 The March Treasurer’s reports for February 1 – 28, 2009  

Treasurer Bishop noted that we’d received the “clean up apportionments” from 2008, and so the 
balances reflected that additional income. 

 

Supervisor Kortekaas made a motion to approve the March Treasurer’s Report; Supervisor 
Key seconded the motion and upon roll call, motion carried.  

 

6.  Business from the Floor 

None 

 

7.  Recreation 

Supervisor Key spoke with Mike Hendricks; the new Crystal Park warming house will be completed by 
the end of the school year, so we need to get things lined up to move it.  They are considering having 
Hawkinson do the moving.  They will also get quotes to hook up the electrical wiring.    

 

8.  Correspondence  

Board Action items: 

 MAT Short Course:  April 2, 2009 at the Sawmill in GR, on site registration only, starting at 8am, $45 
fee.  Clerk Smith noted that no official action was needed by the Board, except to mark their calendars. 

 
Noteworthy items read:    

 Notice for Itasca County Hwy Dept.’s Open House for their Five-Year Plan:  
  March 16, 3:30 – 4:30pm, in the County Board Room of the Court House 

 Notice of the public hearing on Amendments to the Itasca County Subdivision Ordinance: 
  April 8, 11:00am in the County Board Room of the Court House 
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 Reports from Itasca Co. Sheriff’s Dept. on “calls for service” (Harris = 873 calls or 13% of county’s total calls)  

 Grand Rapids Fire Dept. 2008 year-end report (Harris=19 calls or 11% of county’s total calls) 
 
8.   Consent Agenda 

1. Consider approval of cemetery sites sold to Willard Blackburn, Sec 3, Blk 20, Lot 2, Sites 5 & 6 

 

Supervisor Key made a motion, seconded by Supervisor Kortekaas, to approve the consent 
agenda item.  Upon roll call, motion carried.  

 

9.   Old Business 

 Street light near troop town: Review minutes of 1-24-07 regarding when it was added and why 

The Board reviewed that Casper put up the street light, but that the township took it over.  It replaced 
the light (accounting-wise) that was taken down at Gary Drive when the road was redone.  We used to 
have a streetlight at both Crystal Springs Road AND Gary Drive, now we just have one – where the two 
roads meet.  

 The streetlight on 441 is still not up 

 The streetlight at Harris Town Road and Hwy 169 was repaired by Public Utilities.    

 The Clerk confirmed that the Town Hall was reserved for the Board of Appeal and Equalization, 
scheduled for May 18th, 2009. 

 

10.  New Business 

 Township election results from March 10th, 2009 were reported.  27 people came out to vote – which is 
pretty typical for an uncontested race.  Gary Rosato was reelected as Supervisor for a 3 year term, and 
John Jokela was elected as Treasurer, for a 2 year term, with Peggy Bishop retiring after 28 years of 
service.  A review of the Annual Town Meeting was given by Clerk Smith.   

 Peggy Bishop was asked to continue to be on the Centennial Planning Committee; she agreed, as long 
as she feels up to it.  She added that the Harris Township History Book will not be done by the July 5th 
Centennial Picnic; however, she suggested the draft be brought to the picnic to show the residents 
where we’re at … and ask for help in getting it completed.  Peggy also commented that Lefty’s called to 
say they are giving us a bigger tent for the same price as the two smaller.  The smaller ones are 
needed by others.  Mike Hendricks had commented that he’s had a lot of positive feedback from the 
residents and seniors/summer folks about the upcoming picnic. 

  

11.  Approve payment of bills 

Treasurer Bishop commented that we need a Certificate of Insurance for Dan Martin, who was asked 
to do plowing upon request of the Board.  Bishop will put a request for this in Martin’s claim payment. 

With regards to the Annual Township Association Dinner, Bishop is sending payment in for all 
Officers, but that any spouses should be paid for at the door. 

Also, Bishop commented that the Officers of the Board’s life insurance was paid, and she added John 
Jokela as new Treasurer.  Bishop found she can keep her life insurance and convert it within 30 days, as 
private pay.   

 

Supervisor Key made a motion, seconded by Supervisor Kortekaas, to pay bills in the amount of 
$22,125.90 as shown on the “March 08” bill list. Upon roll call, motion carried unanimously.  

 

12.  Adjourn – After Chairman Rosato read the upcoming meetings, Supervisor Key made a motion to 
adjourn, seconded by Supervisor Kortekaas.  Meeting adjourned at 8:23pm. 

           Respectfully submitted,  

 

           Michele Smith - Clerk 
   


