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MINUTES from the P&D Meeting 
Harris Township Board 

Wednesday, November 17, 2010 at 7:30pm  
 

The P&D Meeting of the Harris Town Board was held on Wednesday, November 17, 2010.  The meeting was 
called to order at 7:30pm, at the Harris Town Hall, with the following officers present: Supervisors Dennis 
Kortekaas, Gary Rosato, and Larry Key, Clerk Michele Smith, and Treasurer John Jokela.  Absent: None. 
 
Also at tonight‟s meeting: Julie Kennedy – township Road Engineer from SEH, Ben Otto, Rashid Dewberry, and 
Phil McDonald – ICC Engineering student interns, and Mike Hendricks – Township Recreational Advisor. 

 
1.  Pledge to the flag 

 
2.  Service Center concept plan update - ICC Engineering Students 

An overview was presented by the students, regarding the town hall, cemetery, roundabout and 
windbreak.  Some notable discussions were as follows: 

o Cemetery / scattering area:  A permit is needed to scatter cremain ashes.  Ashes shouldn‟t be 
scattered near water, nor on windy days.  A person can scatter ashes on their own property as long as 
it doesn‟t interfere with water or other people‟s property. 

o Green burials and environmental concerns:  Decomposition time is dependent on soil conditions 
(acidity, humidity), and there is some potential harm to ground water.  Bibb County in Georgia ruled 
against green burials for this reason.  Another concern is that animals have been to known to dig up 
human remains. 

o Building / an indoor basketball court:  Pros/cons?  May want to use space for something else – 
playroom/nursery, utility room.  Would need a 20 foot ceiling in that area.  It was suggested that a 
community meeting be held, to discuss the top needs/wishes held of the residents.   

o Sound system/acoustics – important to consider for board room(s) 

o Roundabout at the intersection of Harris Town Road and Wendigo Park Road:  A roundabout would 
help prevent car crashes, and lessen the severity of any accidents that did occur.  However, the board 
would need to consider the type of traffic using it, and the associated costs.  There are houses on 2 
corner properties of the intersection that would need to be considered.   

o Windbreak ideas:  The interns showed the board a few different windbreak options, and also 
mentioned the possibility of using the windbreak area as a Harris Memorial.  Here, people could plant 
a tree in memory of someone, in a unified area, that would also serve as a windbreak. 

o Next meeting and deliverables:  January 26, 2011 P&D Meeting.  The interns will revisit several layout 
options of where buildings could be located on the township‟s property.   

 
3.  Recreation – Mike Hendricks 

 Update on herbicide application:  A great job was done this past season; the timing of the application 
was perfect.  

 Projects to consider to budget for in 2011: 
o Remove the bituminous basketball court at Wendigo and replace with a smaller concrete court.  The 

current court is falling apart.  Mike estimated that it would cost about $2,000 to contract the removal 
and disposal of the current bituminous surface.  A concrete court could then be put back in same 
location, but would be smaller.  The new court would be apx 40‟ x 42‟ – or a half court size.  The 
estimate to install a granule base would be $8,500.  Total cost estimate for the entire project (removal 
and replacement) was $10,500 

o Move smaller court (for hopscotch/4 square) at Crystal.  Mike shared that it would cost approximately 
$2,800 to move the smaller court closer to warming house.  

o Cemetery:  There are a lot of weeds in the cemetery, due to the crop planted in the new section and 
weeds blowing over to the existing cemetery.  The board discussed wind break options for the west 



2 | P a g e   M i n u t e s  f r o m  t h e  H a r r i s  T o w n  B o a r d  P & D  M e e t i n g  o n  N o v e m b e r  1 7 ,  2 0 1 0  
 

side of the cemetery.  Mike recommended spruce trees work well, as do lilacs.  Spring planting is 
recommended; in the winter, the windbreak could also serve as a snow fence. 

o Capital projects:  Replace the tennis courts at Wendigo, as they are 30+ years old.  A major resurface 
was done about ten years ago, and it would take considerable cost to repair the courts again.  Mike 
stated that the courts could make it another season, but in 2 years, they will need to be totally 
replaced, due to major cracking.  The cost to replace the double court is apx $50,000.  It was 
confirmed that the Wendigo tennis courts do get used a lot. 

o A year-end report is being prepared by Mike, for ongoing maintenance duties that our crew can do, 
on a calendar year schedule. 

o Boat landings:  Mike recommended that the DNR should be contacted to reset planks for access 
ramps.     

4.  Business from the Floor 

 None 
 

5.  Roads  

 Updates by Julie Kennedy – SEH 

o  Stony Point:  The repair work was done yesterday, at intersection of Crystal Springs Loop and Stony 
Point, where bituminous had washed out from under the road.  Rocks were put underneath, and they 
cut back 6-8 feet of steep bank to make a ditch of rip/rap to improve the drainage along the side of 
the road.  A final inspection is still needed, but the work has been completed.   

o Bear Creek:  Julie is meeting with the residents of Bear Creek next Tuesday, to discuss the proposed 
turnaround.  

o Underwood Road – The placement of the mailboxes is still being verified.   

o Mishawaka Road – The area of Mishawka Road that is located within the city of Grand Rapids will be 
bid in March or April, 2011, for reconstruction.    Julie recommended that the township repair their 
portion of the road at the same time – but maintain separate bids.  Holding a neighborhood meeting 
was discussed by the board, to let residents know what will be happening with the road, and to get 
their input on any drainage concerns.  Because there are so many seasonal residents on Mishawaka 
Road, an actual mailing will be done rather than just stuffing notices in the residents‟ doors.  Also to 
be discussed at the neighborhood meeting is “speed humps”, to slow down traffic.   

The date agreed to by Julie and the board for a neighborhood meeting on Mishawaka would 
be Wednesday, February 2nd.  Clerk Smith will check with the town hall caretaker on availability of 
the town hall that night, and report back to Julie and the board..  

o Norberg Drive was found to be platted as “Drive” (not „Road‟); thus, the road name sign that reads 
„Road‟ is in error will be replaced accordingly.  Also, it was found that Keyview Dr. is also platted as 
“Drive” (not „Road).  The maintenance crew is in the process of checking all township road names 
and signage, for correctness. 

 Underwood Road:  Supervisor Key received a complaint from Valerie V., resident of the Underwood 
Road.  She believes that she should have a culvert, under her driveway.  Julie and Supervisor Key will 
check it out, and Supervisor Rosato will talk to her if needed. 

 
6.  Town Hall Report 

 The board reviewed the town hall report, as prepared by the town hall caretaker.  There were 12 
rentals, and $275 collected in the past month.  There were no injuries or damage to report. 

 The maintenance crew found a wiring problem with the town hall outside light; it‟s been replaced.   

 The pressure tank on well at the town hall is bad; it will be replaced tomorrow.   
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7.  Maintenance Report 

 A November report was not submitted at this time, due to the earliness of the P&D meeting.  
Supervisor Key noted that there have been a lot of burials recently, and that the crew is gearing up 
to put water on the skating rinks.   

 
8.  Old Business 

 Rink attendants – update 
Clerk Smith contacted Express Employment Professionals, regarding rink attendants and the 2010-
2011 season.  The new contact person, Michelle Graber, asked about the 3 guys who worked at the 
end of the season last year, as one had recently inquired about working for the township again this 
winter.  The board stated they liked all three of the workers from last year.  Michele will relay this 
information to Express Pros. 

 Update on meeting with the City of Grand Rapids, regarding their comprehensive plan (Gary) 
Gary received a meeting scheduler, with proposed meeting dates after the Thanksgiving holidays.  
The date option chosen by Julie and the board was Dec 8, and either a 12:00 – 2:00pm or a 3:00 – 
5:00pm timeframe.  It was agreed that Julie and one board member would attend this meeting with 
the city. 

 Updated information from Peter Lotti, regarding the gravel pit issue 
Board reviewed email information received, without comment.  

 Jennifer Utecht and the Pokegama Lake bridge walkway  
 Current emails from Jennifer were shared with the board.  The Supervisors agreed that Jennifer 
should be invited be another township representative of the Trails Task Force (an alternate for 
Dennis).  Clerk Smith will contact Jennifer.  

With regards to trail, the Town Board agreed to provide wood chips as requested, free of charge.  
However, spending resident‟s money to improve the gravel parking near Zorbaz, would require a 
resident vote at the annual meeting, preferably with an “up to” dollar amount that could be spent on 
said repairs.   December 9th is the next Trails Task Force meeting; Dennis plans to also attend.   

 
9.  New Business 

 Mediacom request for Township representative for “News Leaders” segments 
There will be broadcasts on CNN through Medicaom, of live interviews – 4 to 5 minutes in length – 
and it was hoped that a Harris township officer would agree to the “News Leaders” interview.  
However, the taping is tomorrow and though worthwhile, there was no time to prepare for an 
interview.   Clerk Smith will send Mediacom the board‟s regrets.  

 Consider approval of the 2011 meetings dates, for the Regular and P&D meetings 

A motion was made by Supervisor Rosato, seconded by Supervisor Key, to approve the 
meeting date schedule as presented, but to amend and strike the part noting that a quorum 
may attend the “Itasca area round table” meetings – as no set meeting schedule for this 
group has been set by the committee.  

Clerk Smith will post quorum notices for the Itasca Area Round table meetings as dates and 
locations are determined. 

 Notice of Sheriff‟s Sale of Real Property Under Judgment  
There was a “Notice of Sheriff‟s Sale” posted in the box at the town hall, but the Clerk did not post it - 
nor, did anyone on the board.  The board reviewed the notice, and agreed it could be removed from 
the posting board. 

10.  Adjourn  
 

A motion was made by Supervisor Rosato, seconded by Supervisor Key, to adjourn tonight’s 
P&D meeting at approximately 10:00pm.  Meeting adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted,  
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Michele Smith, Clerk  


