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MINUTES from the P&D Meeting 
Harris Township Board 

Wednesday, April 22, 2009 at 7:30pm 

 
 The P&D Meeting of the Harris Town Board was held on Wednesday, April 22, 2009.  The meeting 
was called to order at 7:30pm, at the Harris Town Hall, with the following officers present: Supervisors Gary 
Rosato, Dennis Kortekaas and Larry Key, Treasurer John Jokela and Clerk Michele Smith.  Absent:  None. 
 

Guests in attendance:  Bernadette Hurtgen, Vern Reynolds, Mary and Doug Gunderson, Mike Hendricks, 
Ann, Dick and Larry (Bear) Gunderson, Julie Kennedy, Andy Shaw,  and Kent Baril 

 
1.  Pledge to the flag and reading of the mission statement 

 
2.  Consider approval of a liquor license for the old Harbor, soon to reopen as “Savoy” (new owners) 
Bernadette Hurtgen was in attendance and told the Board about her plans to reopen the old Harbor 
Restaurant, which they are purchasing via contract for deed,  as “Savoy” – primarily a family dining pizza 
place, with Italian food also on the menu.  It will be similar to the Savoy‟s in St. Paul.  They are applying for an 
on-sale liquor license initially, and have a goal to be open the week before Memorial Day weekend.  They 
plan to only be open until 1:00am (not 2:00am). 
 
Supervisor Rosato made a motion, seconded by Supervisor Kortekaas, to recommend approval of 
liquor license.  Upon roll call, the motion was passed unanimously. 
 
Clerk Smith will contact Marsha at the County Auditors Office, and send them proper notification of the 
board‟s action on this item of business, as there was no „permit‟ for the Board to sign. 
 
The Board was happy to hear that the restaurant would be opening, and utilizing the historic establishment 
again.  
 
Supervisor Kortekaas made a motion, seconded by Supervisor Rosato, to recess the P&D meeting & 
open the public hearing.  Upon roll call, motion carried. 
 
3. Public Hearing – Consider abandonment of a portion of the Underwood Road ROW 
 
Chairman Key opened the public hearing at 7:45pm, and turned the facilitation over to Township 
Attorney Andy Shaw.   
 
Attorney Shaw and SEH Engineer Julie Kennedy had been out to view the proposed ROW area at the „end‟ of 
Underwood Road that was being proposed to abandon.  They also met with Doug Gunderson to discuss the 
best location to construct a turn around.  Mr. Gunderson was consulted because it is likely that he will need to 
grant the Township an easement over a portion of his property for the turnaround.  However, they found that it 
was difficult to determine the best location, as property lines were not indentified in the field for reference.   
 
Julie had a proposal for the Board‟s review, recommending that a survey be done on Underwood Road, from 
Wendigo Park Road, westerly, to the area of the proposed turnaround and abandonment.  A turnaround 
would then be drafted and staked, showing exactly where the turnaround would be and where the end of the 
abandonment should be. 
 
Julie drafted an agreement to do the survey for a lump sum fee of $2,975 and do the layout and staking of the 
proposed turnaround for $1,000 per layout design.   
 
Shaw explained that the Underwood Road ROW has never been opened, nor improved in a proper amount of 
time, and was never recorded with the County Recorder‟s Office.  Therefore, the township can abandon the 
ROW by statue – and probably should.  Shaw went on to explain that if an easement has never been opened, 
it is viewed as “closed” by the State – and basically does not exist by law.  Because of this, is difficult to 
demonstrate that it should ever be opened.  Shaw stated that what the township would be doing by 
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abandoning the ROW is „housekeeping‟.  This would be a benefit to the township, as it‟s not usable for a 
township ROW, and it would benefit  the adjacent landowners as it would clean up their title work.  
 
To clarify, Shaw explained that the County Auditors‟ office has record of for the public ROW being filed with 
their office, but that by law, it needed to be recorded at the County Recorder‟s office.   Because of that, a 
building permit was issued to Doug Gunderson 31 years ago, as the county would not have known about it.  
Currently Doug Gunderson‟s house sits on the ROW area to be abandoned.   
 
All adjoining land owners were in attendance, and permission was requested from them to do the survey.  
Permission was verbally granted, with no objections to surveyors being on their property, from landowners 
Doug Gunderson, Ann Gunderson and Kent Baril.  Andy advised that permission is not required by law for the 
township to conduct the survey – but it is requested as a courtesy.   
 
Questions/Comments of those in favor or against the proposed abandonment: 

o Vern Reynolds was in attendance, and voiced some concerns about potentially land locking 
pieces of property by abandoning the ROW.   

o A letter was received and read from Tom and Connie Osborn – in strong support of 
abandonment.  It was stated that their property would be directly affected by the process. 

 
 
Supervisor Rosato made a motion, seconded by Supervisor Kortekaas, to approve the survey and 
turnaround staking, as proposed by SEH.  The survey would be done from Wendigo Park Road, west, 
to end of Underwood Road.  There was discussion that the public hearing should be recessed until a date to 
be determined.  The Board felt that all those involved, including the Board and adjacent landowners, would 
benefit from meeting on site, so that everyone understands where the turnaround and abandonment would 
be. The question was then called, and the motion passed by a unanimous vote.  
 
Supervisor Rosato then made a motion to recess the public hearing on the abandonment of the ROW 
near the end of the Underwood Road, until further notice.  The date of the continuation would be set at 
the Regular Meeting on May 13th, 2009.  The motion was seconded by Supervisor Kortekaas and upon 
roll call, passed by a unanimous vote.   
 
Chairman Key then reopened the P&D meeting at 8:10pm  
4.  Consider bids for portable bathrooms for 2009 – 2010 season, to be installed at the cemetery, both 

parks, and three public landings. 
There were two bids received – one from Northland Portables and one from Portable Johns.  We 
currently are using Portable Johns a the parks and cemetery. 

o At three public landings (Laplant, Troop Town/ Casper, and Mishawaka), we put out a 
regular size portable bathroom on a seasonal basis (by opening fishing weekend until 
the fall).   

o At the cemetery, Wendigo Park and Crystal Park, we put out an ADA sized bathroom. 
 
After reviewing the two bids, Northland Portables was recognized to have the lowest bid,  
 
Supervisor Rosato made a motion to use Northland Portables for the township’s portable 
bathroom needs, at both parks, the cemetery (year round, ADA size) and at three boat landings 
(regular size).  The motion was seconded by Supervisor Kortekaas and upon roll call, passed 
unanimously.   
 
Supervisor Kortekaas agreed to contact both vendors, asking Portable Johns to remove their products 
at the cemetery and parks, and to let Northland Portables know when and were to place their 
bathrooms.   

 
5.  Consider the LG220 Application for Exempt Permit for the Deer Hunters Association annual event, to 

be held at Wendigo Conference Center on September 24, 2009 / Submitted by Jack Todd 
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Supervisor Rosato made a motion, seconded by Supervisor Kortekaas, to approve the LG220 
Application for the Deer Hunters Association’s annual event at Wendigo on September 24, 2009.  
Upon roll call, motion carried.  

 
 Clerk Smith will get the signed application to Jack Todd, who was unable to be at the meeting. 
 
6.  Business from the floor 
None 
 
7.  Roads  

o Underwood Road - turnaround proposal   
  This was handled previously (see item #2) 
 
o Sunny Beach Road / Oak Island Estates -  drainage  

    SEE MEMO from Julie Kennedy:  An SEH surveyor has been in contact with Don Dewy of Itasca 
County, and they are trying to determine if the drainage problem near Oak Island Estates was a 
problem before development of the plat, or if it made a preexisting drainage problem worse.  
Regardless, drainage is currently a problem, and it will not be an easy fix.  Landowners will probably 
need to approach the County about it, as it‟s not a township problem, nor caused by anything the 
township did wrong.  However, the township does have a concern with the safety of Sunny Beach 
Road in the spring, where the run off from Oak Island Estates currently flows, and therefore will 
probably want to stay involved in this issue.  

 
o Badger Road - name change (aka Casper/Troop Town Landing Road) 

SEE MEMO from Julie Kennedy:  Julie did some checking on how to get the name of Badger 
Road changed, and was told via Itasca County that the name Badger Road came from a firm called 
GeoComm, who worked on the 911 system.  However, the application process she was given did 
not seem appropriate as it involved getting the names of people on the road who had their mail 
delivered there, and submitting a request to the post master.  However, there are no addresses on 
the road, so it wouldn‟t seem appropriate to submit such a form to the post master.  The County 
agreed.  Julie recommended that a Supervisor talk to the Sheriff‟s office to see if their department 
has any objections to a road name change.  There used to be a road sign that said “Casper Landing” 
, but then it was randomly changed to “Badger Road”, and is in now in the 911 data base as such.  
Then, a “private” sign was added.  The county engineering department has admitted they incorrectly 
had it listed as a private road, and will have that removed.   

Supervisor Key agreed to talk to the Sheriff‟s Department on this issue, and try and get the 
road name changed from Badger Road to Casper Landing. 

 
o Wendigo Park Road request for 45 foot access 

Julie had spoken with Supervisor Key regarding a request for a resident on Wendigo Park 
Road to increase the width of their driveway access to 45 feet, in order to move in a Verndale 
home.  The board agreed with Julie‟s recommendation that the 12” culvert be filled in,  and allow a 
temporarily extension be built until the house is moved in.  It was anticipated the extension would 
be needed from June 1 to June 30, per Key. 

 
o Discuss ARDC Grant Application – for road planning services only / due May 15th, if interested 
  Julie agreed to will look at the grant form, and report back to the Board if she found something 
that would benefit the Township.  She will report on this at the Regular May 13th , 2009 meeting. 

 
o Wendigo Park Road – big drop to driveway 

Supervisor Key received a call from a Mr. Salo regarding a drop off in his driveway, just south 
of Pine Crest, from the recent resurfacing of Wendigo Park Road.   Key did drive it and agreed that 
the drop is not acceptable; the new payment only goes about 18” onto this driveway, where it seems 
to go in about 5 feet in most other driveways.  Basically, the new pavement was not feathered in.  
Julie commented that the retainer for this project has not yet been paid, and so we will want to 
request that this problem be fixed before that is paid, and the project closed out.   
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o Wagon Wheel - Call from post master 
Supervisor received a call from the post master, who stated they will not deliver mail until  

Wagon Wheel Road is fixed; it is full of pot holes.  Our maintenance guys did recently grade the 
road, but it‟s still bad…and it‟s wet.  Julie will go and look at Wagon Wheel, and will prepare to get 
quotes for gravel project of this road.  She will try to have quotes by the May 13th Regular 
meeting.   

 
8.  Recreation  

Mike Hendricks:   
Mike asked for the Board‟s consideration to renew his contract for 2009; the terms his “proposal 
for professional services” (a copy will be attached to these minutes) are the same as last two 
years.  These services include acting as a facilitator and coordinator in the development and 
maintenance of Crystal and Wendigo parks, and any other township owned properties as 
directed by the board.  His hourly rate for services will be $50.00. 
 
Supervisor Kortekaas made a motion to approve Mike’s contract as proposed.  Supervisor 
Rosato seconded the motion, and upon roll call, motion passed unanimously. 
 
New Crystal Park Warming house:  
o   The new warming house will be completed by end of this month, and is currently 98% done.   
o   There is no pressure to get the warming house out of the school building, but Mike would like 

to have it in place at the park by July 5th , the date of the Centennial Celebration picnic.    
o In order to remove or demo the old warming house, the electricity will need to be removed.  

Mike will contact an electrician to both remove the present service & put new one back in.  He 
will look for one person to do both services.  NOTE:  The power to the pavilion will be out for 
a while, so the Clerk will advise anyone who calls about reserving it during June that they will 
not have power. 

o Mike will also get quotes on a cement slab, and have those for the Board by the May P&D 
meeting.   

o Also, Mike will find someone – probably from Keller Fence - to remove the fence around 
building, and put it back up once the new warming house is in place.   

o The portable bathroom will also need to be moved out of the way.   
o Mike talked about the process of moving the building from the school to the park.  Casper 

construction was used last time, and they‟ll be asked again for a quote, along with 
Hawkinson.  Mike will ask that they get the necessary permits to move it (“wide load”).  

o One final item on the warming shack is that although we‟ve paid the bills for materials – the 
siding was made by the GRHS students from wood that they cut and planed, and  therefore 
was made from materials they had – not material they purchased.  Thus, there would not be a 
bill for materials.  However, for the labor, the school district could bill us (it would be $1/foot – 
or $1,200) but the money would go into the district‟s general fund.  The construction teacher 
was wondering if the township could instead do some sort of a donation to his class, which 
would allow the money to stay with his class.  The board was unsure if they could legally do 
that (a donation).  Treasurer Jokela will check into the township‟s options. 

 
 
Herbicide treatment in parks this spring 

Mike said Green Again approached him about doing the lawn work for the township this 
year.  Mike requested technical data sheets and information about their products and services, 
so he can compare the information to Tee Shot‟s information – who is the company we‟ve used 
for the past several year.   

Mike commented that we won‟t do fertilizer this year, as we did it last fall.  For this spring, 
we just want to do weed killer – particularly for dandelions.   
 
Blacktop park parking lots 
 Mike did recommend again this year that the park parking lots be paved, as it would be easier 
to maintain.  The board acknowledged he was probably correct, but that it was not in the budget 
to do that type of improvement this year.   
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Park Inspections 

As weather gets nicer, Mike said he‟ll do his annual maintenance review of the parks with the 
Township Maintenance crew.   
 

9.  Town Hall Report 
 The town hall report as submitted by the Town Hall Caretaker was reviewed.  It was rented quite a bit, 
but no dollar amount from rentals was reported.   
 

10.  Maintenance Report for March 2009 
The maintenance report was reviewed without any comments by the Board. 
 

11.  Old Business 
o Memo from A. Shaw – Discuss & advise on types of problems that occur with public landings 

o Overnight parking – sometimes for a week at a time.  LaPlant landing is the worst – especially 
over the 4th of July.  The landing area is used as a parking lot and vehicles and boat 
trailers have been left there for a week – especially by the people who own/use the cabin 
on the island.   

o Parties 
o Dark houses – being left on the landing in the spring, sometimes for months.  However, the 

DNR usually handles if called.  
o On the water, house boats will be tied up to our docks for a week at a time as a parking area.   
o Diving off dock & around landing area.  It‟s currently only posted as a boat landing, because 

the township was told that if you post it as “no swimming” you have to enforce it – so the 
township was advised not to post „no swimming‟. 

Attorney Shaw will send a letter to the County about the problems discussed and attend the 
upcoming administrative meeting.  The County was wondering about much extra time it will take to 
enforce our landings, or what we‟re willing to pay them.   

 
o Memo from A. Shaw – Discuss Paul Bunyan / Mediacom research results 

Shaw went through all the information from Clerk Smith on prior discussions with Bob Vose 
(attorney) and Paul Bunyan (PB).  He said it was clear that PB was looking for a different deal, and 
that state statues are clear that this is not okay.  If PB wants a franchise, it needs to be on the 
same terms and conditions as that with Mediacom.  

The Board clarified that we approached them – not the other way around. And that we‟d like 
Paul Bunyan in the township if possible.   

Andy was unaware of the joint powers agreement with the Greater Grand Rapids Area Cable 
Commission, and asked for a copy to review.  There‟s also an upcoming GGRACC meeting 
coming up he will try to attend.   

Shaw will write a letter to PB, stating the township is still interested, and will keep looking into 
this matter.   

    
 
 

o Town Hall secured for rescheduled November Regular Meeting on Nov. 4th (changed from  Nov. 11th) 

The board discussed changing the date of the rescheduled Regular meeting, as it causes 
hardship for the maintenance crew with regard to the effect on their paycheck.  Moving the Regular 
meeting up a week causes their paychecks to be short a week‟s worth of wages.  Then, it causes a 
long time before the next pay check.   

In light of that, the Board agreed to have the Regular November meeting on November 10th 
– the Tuesday before the originally scheduled date, if the hall was open.  If not, Thursday, November 
12th was also acceptable.  The Clerk will contact the Town Hall Caretaker to find. 

  
o Discuss township sale items 

After a lengthy discussion, the Board decided to put only the old Crystal Park warming shack up 
for bids right now.  The timing of getting it removed in time for the new one to arrive – by July 5th – 
was the main factor.  The other items will also be put up for bid, but at a later date. 
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It was decided that: 
o Bid opening date:  Regular Meeting on May 13th 
o Put ad in newspaper twice & post on website 
o Once the Clerk gets photos of the shack, she will post them on the website 
o Viewing will be by appointment, and people should contact the Service Center 
o The date the building/demo needs to be removed is June 15th.   

 

o Update on round table meeting with Grand Rapids Staff, on April 28th , 7:15, Blandin Foundation 

Supervisor Rosato stated that the meeting is “on”; he spoke with Rob Mattai of the city, and 
he‟ll talk to Tom Pagel. Julie mentioned she may not be able to be there but will try. 

 
o Road inspections / Road meeting  

The meeting for the Annual Road Meeting was set for May 13th – the Regular Meeting of the Town 
Board.  This meeting will be published, and the public invited to attend if they have concerns about 
any township roads.  The Board will inspect all township roads & report their findings at the 
meeting.  Julie will get the inspections form to the Board. 
  

o Adopt a Highway roadside clean up  
The Board set the date for the spring roadside clean up along adopted area of River Road for 

April 30, 2009.  The public is invited to help.  All interested volunteers will meet at 6:00pm 
cemetery.   

It was also decided that a dumpster would not be offered this year, as it was unsuccessful last 
year, even with notice via the newsletter. 

 
o Quote from Pokegama Lawn & Sport for a riding lawn mower  

Supervisor Key brought information on a John Deer 42” riding lawn mower with rear discharge 
and a bagger.  They would get $1,200 for trading in the Cub Cadet and a discount amount of $529 
from the government, with a total cost of $2,309.10 total, plus $115 for accessories.  Starting price 
for this mower was $3999.   

 
Supervisor Kortekaas made a motion, seconded by Supervisor Rosato, to approve the 

purchase of the riding lawnmower and attachments as presented, for $2,310 + $115.  Upon 
roll call, motion carried. 

   

12.  New Business 
o Invasive Weed Management Workshop – Tuesday, May 5, 2009 / 9am – 12pm / North Central 

Research & Research Center, Univ. of Mn, 1861 Hwy 169 East, Grand Rapids 
 
Supervisor Kortekaas, Weed Inspector for the Township, agreed to attend this meeting. 
 

13.  Adjourn 
A motion was made at 9:50pm by Supervisor Kortekaas, seconded by Supervisor Rosato, to 
adjourn the meeting.  Meeting was adjourned. 
 
         Respectfully submitted, 
 
         Michele Smith, Clerk 

 


