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Board of Appeals and Equalization Meeting
Harris Township
Wednesday, May 12,, 2008
9:00 AM

Pursuant to due notice and call thereof a Board of Appeals and Equalization was conducted on
Wednesday, May 12, 2008 at the Harris Township Hall with the following officers of the board present:
Supervisors Larry Key, Gary Rosato and Dennis Kortekaas, and acting clerk Treasurer Peggy Bishop.
Absent: Clerk Michele Smith. Also in attendance were Itasca County Assessor employees Jim Pagel,
Scott Winter, John Mordick and Amber Peratello -. There were approximately 27 Harris Township
residents also present. It was noted that the Harris Township supervisors had met the training for the
Board of Appeal and Equalization meeting.

nin; T .
Chairman Rosato called the meeting to order and the pledge of allegiance was recited at 9:00 AM. He
explained that this meeting was to review the 2008 classifications and valuation of Harris Township
property used to calculate taxes payable in 2009. Any person feeling aggrieved could discuss their
complaint with the assessors and the board. The meeting was to be kept orderly and anyone becoming
loud or out of order would be asked to leave. The complaints would be reviewed in the order they
appeared on the sign in list.

2. Introduction of County Assessors

Scott Winter introduced himself as the assistant county assessor, Jim Pagel as the Harris Township
assessor, and Amber Peratalo and John Mordick as the field assessors for the day. He also stated that
Harris Board would need to make a motion to approve any changes or corrections to assessed values.

For clarification, it was noted that only two things could be changed at today’s meeting:
* The classification for 2008 (like homestead vs. non homestead, business, residential, etc.)
* The valuation amount that is shown on the yellow form from the county. This is not a meeting
to discuss taxes - but to review the property valuations and classifications.

A handout entitled “Harris 2008 Board of Appeal and Equalization Sales Study” was distributed to the
board. It contained lakeshore footage values by lake and a sales study for 2008 Harris township which
showed the sales prices, the estimated market values (EMV) and the sale ratio (EMV/Sales Price).
Because much of the property in Harris Township sells at a price higher than the EMV, and because the
Department of Revenue requires that the county’s assessed value be at a certain percentage of the market
value/sale price (100% is required, but give a 90% to 105% margin), it causes the need for an increase to
assessed value overall to reach the percentage requirement.

Changes to Harris Township valued were noted as follows:
* On average, values in Harris Township increased 13.5%. Mr. Winter stated the Jim Pagel has
visited about half of the township residents in 2006 and finished the remaining half in 2007.
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Lyle stated that he lived in a home located in Mishawaka Shores development. He stated that in
2007 there was no land assessed but in 2008 he was assessed $89,900.00 for land.

Assessor Winter stated that Jim Pagel would explain the matter. Jim said that-is was discovered
that there was an access to the lake that got overlooked in the tax system. This parcel belonged to the 35
residents of Mishawaka Shores and is common ground. The acreage amount to 40 acres with 2500 feet of
lakeshore. He explained that the assessors office had the option of going back and levying for the last six
years but they did not choose to do that. They assessed for the first time in 2008 and this will affect all
residents of the Mishawaka residents. o

After much discussion Supervisor Key made a motion to take no action on this matter. Supervisor
Kortekaas seconded the motion. Jim stated that any grievances could be appealed to the county board.
They just need to call and make an appointment. Supervisor Rosato stated that this was a new situation
for the board and felt that we learned something new today. Motion carried.

n istin, * Parcel # 19-026-4200

Scott said that he owned 160 acres and that this parcel increased in value $44,800.00 which was a
14% jump. He said that the land went up $3000.00 and the building went up $41,800.00. He stated that
there were no farmers in the area with this much acreage so how could they raise his with no comparison
property.

. Scott asked that the board send an assessor out with them and they could examine the property and
see if there could be an adjustment.

When the assessor returned they reported that afier reviewing the property they recommended to
drop the physical depreciation from 95% to 90% and to add a good wood fireplace. The original assessed
value was $363,700.00 and they recommended a drop to $355,400.00, a decrease of $8300.00.

Supervisor Kortekaas made a motion to approve the assessors recommendation. Supervisor Key
seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Id * 1 # 19-009-330

Rick asked why is value was so erratic. He stated that is was $222,000.00 in 2007, $203,600.00 in
2008, and $230,700.00 in 2009.

Jim Pagel stated that it went down in 2008 because it was a non assessment year, and that it went
up in 2009 because the market had gone up. He explained that the market comparison was for September
2006 to September 2007. The market was high that year. The bad market this year very well could affect
the assessment next year.

Supervisor Rosato made a motion to take no action on this request. Supervisor Key seconded the
motion. Motion carried.

ndri * -485-0640
Mike stated that his property had gone up for 200% in value over the last ten years. His valuation
for 2009 went up $70,300.00 which is a 21% increase.
Assessor Winter said that the market says that small lots will sell for this price. Mike had a little
over an acre of land that contained 100 feet of lakeshore. :
Supervisor Kortekaas make a motion that no action be taken on this request. Supervisor Key
“seconded the motion. Motion carried. :
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Larry said the they lived in Mishawaka Shores development and the they have the only vacant lot
there. It was not on the lake and they did not have a boat dock. He was concerned that the county did not
take into consideration that it that it was a vacant lot as opposed to having a house. He asked that an
assessor come out and look at the situation. Mr. Winter sent assessor John Mordick out w1th Larry and
Lori to look the situation over.

John returned and stated that although this was the only vacant lot that was not on the lake he felt
that the valuation was comparable to the market value of other lots not on the lake. He recommended that
there be no change in the valuation.

Supervisor Kortekaas made a motion that no action be taken on this request. Supervisor Key
seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Kei ightfoot * Parcel # 19-513-0126

Keith said that he lived in the Mishawaka Shores development and that allot of his concerns had
already been answered. He was concerned that the jump was so high in one year.

Scott Winter stated that is was the intention of Mishawaka Shores Association that this lot remain
green space and that it not be sold. He did say that if they changed their minds and decided to sell this 40
acres all of the 35 association members would have a drop in their valuations of the$84,000.

Supervisor Key made a motion to take no action on this request. Supervisor Rosato seconded the -
motion. Motion carried.

g) Ken Hanson *

Mr. Hanson left the meeting before his name was called.

h *P 19-005-1113

Greg was concerned that the value of his building on this lot had gone up $87,200.00. He said that
it was it was a cold storage building with a concrete floor, electricity, but no heat. He asked that an
assessor come out and that he would show them around. Scott asked Amber to go out and look at the
building.

When Amber returned she stated that after viewing the building her recommendation would be to
lower the valuation from $181,100.00 to $167,100.00, a decrease of $14,000.00

Supervisor Key made a motion to approve the ‘recommendation of the assessor. Supervisors
Kortekaas seconded the motion. Motion carried.

* # 19-510-

Herb was concerned that his property had increased $55,900.00. He said that he lived in a duplex
in the Mishawaka Shores complex and he was concerned about the increase because of the common
grounds lot.

Scott said that they had already adjusted his building value and that the new value was in fact stated
on the valuation statement. The common grounds area accounted for the increase.

Supervisor Kortekaas made a motlon to take no action on this request. Supervisor Key seconded
the motion. Motion carried.

M * P; # 19-510-
The Erickson’s stated that they too lived in the Mishawaka Shores complex and although they
understood the reason for the increase they still didn’t like it.
Supervisor Key made a motion to take no action on the Erickson property. Supervisor Kortekaas
seconded the motion. Motion carried.
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Mr. Miedke left before his name was called.

k) Lar n *
Mr. Hanson left before his name was called

ine * 19-012-2401

Paul said that his property was next to the cemetery and that it had gone up 251% since 2000. He
also stated that according to the assessors stated his land total had decreased by 1.83 acres. The U.S.
Department of Agriculture had done Paul’s survey.

Scott said that the county surveyor did their surveys. He suggested that Paul go to the surveyors
office and find out why there is an acreage difference. He also recommended that there be no change to
the valuation.

Supervisor Key made a motion to take no action on this request. Supervisor Kortekaas seconded
the motion. Motion carried.

ne Youngquist * 1#19-600-0

Duane thought that his valuation was high compared with what his neighbor had sold for.

Scott Winter told him that right now the market was down but the statistics used for todays
purposes were last year. He stated that his value could go down next year if the market continues to drop.
He recommended that no action be taken.

Supervisor Key made a motion that no action be taken on this request. Supervisor Kortekaas
seconded the meeting. Motion carried.-

D ller * 1 # 19-190-14
Dale said that his property went up $11,000.00 and he wondered why.
Scott explained about the minimums and the market value. He recommended that no action be
taken.
Supervisor Kortekaas made a motion to take no action on this request. Supervisor Key seconded
the motion. Motion carried.

0) Roland Borchert *
Mr. Borchert left before his name was called.

i * P, # 19-005-13! i M
Julianna stated that she wasn’t here to ask for a value adjustment but questions the dlﬁ“erence

between the acreage on her deed and the acreage on the county valuation sheet. .
Scott suggested that she take her deed to the surveyors office and have them check this out. - *
As there was no request there was no action taken. d

Di . 1 3-2400 ) :
Dick stated that he was here for most of the parcels that he owned. He stated
were all wrong. The county had classified wet ground as high ground :and:
that he would take the assessor out to walk the property to clarify the class:ﬁcatl
Scott said that walking the land was not necessary. He 'believe
suggested that they pull each parcel up on the computer and that Dick could exp\am
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The following changes were made to this parcel: lowland when from 24.73 acres to 12.00 acres,
swamp land went from 8.94 acres to 24.09 acres, highway went from 5.87 acres to 3.00 acres, and
frontage stayed the same at .94 acres. The assessor recommended to lower the assessment from
$58,400.00 to $45,700, a decrease of $22.700.00.

Supervisor Key made a motion to accept the assessors recommendation. Supervisor Kortekaas
seconded the motion. Motion carried. )

r) Di n n_* 1# 19-014-1201

The following changes were made to this parcel: upland went from11.00 acres to 8.50 acres,
lowland went from 4.67 acres to 7.67 acres, non productive swamp stayed the same at 3.37 acres, and
frontage stayed the same at .48 acres. The assessor recommended to lower the assessment from
$47,200.00 to $43,000.00, a decrease of $4,200.00.

Supervisor Kortekaas made a motion to accept the assessors recommendation. Supervisor Key
seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Di * 1 # 19-014-4200
Dick said that there was no access to this property, that it was landlocked.
Scott stated that the county had already given Dick a 20% reduction for being landlocked. He
recommended no action on this parcel. Dick didn’t like it but he agreed.
Supervisor Key made a motion to take no action on this request. Supervisor Kortekaas seconded
the motion. Motion carried. 4
Di n n * P; -014-4300
The following changes were made to this parcel: 5.0 acres was changed from highland to lowland.
Scott recommended to decrease this valuation from $101,900.00 to $96,300, a reduction of
$5600.00. . '
Supervisor Key made a motion to accept the assessors recommendation. Supervisor Kortekaas
seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Di n: * -013-3

The following changes were made to this parcel: upland stayed the same at 1.55 acres, lowland
went from 30.16 acres to 21.03 acres, wetland went from 7.40 acres to 16.53 acres, frontage stayed the
same at 1.17 acres. ) :

Scott recommended decreasing this valuation from $61700.00 to $52700,00, a decrease of
$10,000.00.

Supervisor Kortekaas made a motion to approve the assessors recommendation. Supervisor Key
seconded the motion. Motion carried.

* -0 0
The following changes were made to this parcel: upland stayed the same at 5.89 acres, lowland
went from 29.33 acres to 8.09 acres, and wetland went from 5.74 acres to 26.98 acres.
Scott recommended decreasing this valuation from $60100.00 to $39700.00, a decrease of
$20,400.00
Supervisor Key made a motion to approve the assessors recommendation. Supervisor Kortekaas
seconded the motion. Motion carried.

ick * Parcel # 19-013-3100
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lowland stayed the same at 5.46 acres, non productive swamp went from .11 acres to 3.53 acres, and field
went from 2.43 acres to 8.43 acres. There is a pond on part of this parcel.
Scott recommended a reduction from $98,100.00 to $90.900.00, a decrease of $7200.00.
Supervisor Kortekaas made a motion to accept the recommendation of the assessor. - Supervisor
Key seconded the motion. Motion carried.

x) Ken Steffan *

Mr. Steffan left before his name was called.

Ri i 9-550-013

Randy stated that he owned three lots on the Pine Landing Road. He lived in a house on one lot,
he was building a house on one lot, and he was going to split the land in the third lot between the two
other lots. His concern was that the new construction was valued at $77,000.00 and that he did not have
anywhere near that amount of money in the building, He thought it should be lowed.

Scott reviewed the size of the building and the projects that were done. He said that according to
the market value they were using the valuation was right in line.

Supervisor Kortekaas made a motion that no action be taken on this request. Supervisor Key
seconded the motion. Motion carried.

z) Lawrence Virkus * Parcel # 19-555-0180 and 19-555-0140

Larry said that he had a home on one lot and two rentals of the other lot. He was concerned that
the cabin valuation had gone up. Both lots have lakeshore frontage. )

Scott told him that the parcels had gone up the minimum percentage.

Supervisor Key made a motion that no action be taken on this request. Supervisor Kortekaas
seconded the motion. Motion carried.

i nri * Par 19-577-0130
Jim was not there but sent a letter to the board asking that the whole plat of Sunny Hill be
reviewed. He believes the valuation is too high.
Scott had no recommendations other than that they should contact the county board about this
matter. :
Supervisor Kortekaas made a motion to take no action on the request. Supervisor Key seconded
the motion. Motion carried.

bb) Richard & Donna Neary * Parcel # 19-565-0030

Richard was not there but sent a letter to The county assessor asking that they re-evaluate their lot
and cabin. They thought it was too high.

Scott said that they need to appeal to the county.

Supervisor Rosato made a motion to take no action on this request. Supervisor Kortekaas
seconded the motion. Motion carried.

* 9-475-010 .
Mr. & Mrs. Boardman were not present but Scott said that they needed to change this parcel from
homestead status to non-homestead status as per the guidelines that the county sets. )
Supervisor Key made a motion to approve the assessors recommendation. Supervisor Rosato
seconded the motion. Motion carried. :
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Erick and Amanda were not at the meeting but asked that their property be adjusted.

Scott recommended that we take no action but they can appeal to the county.

Supervisor Kortekaas made a motion to approve the assessors recommendation. Supervisor Key
seconded the motion. Motion carried. :

Ims * 9-480-0118
Steve was not at the meeting but asked to be reviewed.
Scott recommended that we take no action but they can appeal to the county.
Supervisor Key made a motion to approve the assessors recommendation. Supervisor Rosato
seconded the motion. Motion carried.

ich * 1 # 19-032-330
Richard was not at the meeting.
Jim Pagel said that he had already adjusted this request ten days prior to this but that he forgot to
send a new notice. He decreased the value from $78,000 to $70,000, a $8000.00 decrease.
Supervisor Kortekaas made a motion to approve the change. Supervisor Key seconded the motion.
Motion carried.

There were no more parcels to be reviewed. Scott read a list of names to see if the board knew if they
were residents or not. We were able to help him with several names.

A motion to adjourn the Board of Appeals was made at 2:17 PM by Supervisor Rosato. It was seconded
by Supervisor Key. Meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

Peggy J. Bishop, Acting Clerk
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