MINUTES from the REGULAR Meeting

Harris Township Board

May 14, 2008, at 7:30pm

The Regular Meeting of the Harris Town Board was held on Wednesday, May 14, 2008.  The meeting was called to order at 7:30pm, at the Harris Town Hall, with the following officers present: Supervisors Larry Key, Gary Rosato and Dennis Kortekaas, Clerk Michele Smith and Treasurer Peg Bishop.  Absent:  none.  Audience members: none.
1.  Pledge to the flag was followed by the reading of the township mission statement.
2.  Approve MINUTES of the Regular Meeting on April 9, the P&D Meeting on April 23, the Employee Evaluation Preparation and Board Compensation Work Session on April 17, the Centennial Celebration Work Session on May 7, and the closed Employee Review Meetings on May 6 and May 9, 2008.
Supervisor Key requested that the Board meet in closed session immediately following tonight’s meeting, to discuss a correction to the May 9th Closed Employee Review Meeting.  The Board agreed.
A motion was then made by Supervisor Key, seconded by Supervisor Kortekaas, to approve all the minutes listed above, except the May 9thclosed meeting minutes.  Upon roll call, motion carried unanimously.
3.  TREASURER’S REPORTS for the period April 1- 30, 2008
A motion was made by Supervisor Key, seconded by Supervisor Kortekaas, to approve the May 2008 Treasurer’s Report of April account balances as presented.  Upon roll call, motion carried unanimously. 
4.  BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR
None
5.  Recreation
· Consider request for Use of Facilities from ISD#316 Greenway – Wendigo/Crystal Tennis Courts on July 8-9 for the Mary Sandstrom Memorial Tennis Tournament
The clerk reminded the board that they have approved use of our tennis courts for this tournament for the last 2 or 3 years.

A motion was made by Supervisor Key, seconded by Supervisor Kortekaas, to approve the use of Wendigo and Crystal Park tennis courts on July 8 & 9, 2008 for the Mary Sandstrom Memorial Tennis Tournament.  Upon roll call, motion carried unanimously.
Clerk Smith was asked to prepare a posting notice for each park, and the maintenance crew will put them up.

6.  ROADS
· Consider rescheduling the Annual Road Review Meeting date to May 28th, during the P&D 
The board all agreed that the P&D meeting would be a good time to hold the annual road meeting.  Julie Kennedy will be at this meeting. Clerk Smith will post and publish proper notice.
Supervisor Key made a motion, seconded by Supervisor Kortekaas, to approve the annual road meeting be scheduled for Wed. May 28th, 2008 at 8:00pm.  Upon roll call, motion carried unanimously [Note: the time was later changed to 8:30pm, due to a conflict in the night’s schedule] 

· Turnarounds – lets make them a priority
Supervisor Key requested that the board make roads without turnarounds a priority.  He’d like to get them done so they can see what’s left in the budget for other roads. He’d like to see Wendigo Park road overlayed and Wagon Wheel get more gravel. Supervisor Rosato stated he’s been contacted for more gravel on Bear Creek.

· Dust guard
A letter was received from Dust-B-Gone owner Larry Hansen, that he’d begun to schedule appointments for dust control and road stabilization.  The letter stated that if the township was interested in having him do an application this season, they should call him soon for an appointment.
The board discussed that they do plan to use dust guard again this year, but wanted to wait until after the Annual Road Meeting to decide which roads to do.  Thus, this item was moved to the agenda for the P&D meeting.
7.  CORRESPONDENCE 

· Board Action items: none
8.  CONSENT AGENDA

a.) Consider the Request for Board Action (RBA): Compensation for Township Employees

A motion was made by Supervisor Key, seconded by Supervisor Kortekaas, to approve the consent agenda item as presented in the RBA.  Upon roll call, motion carried unanimously.  
9. Old Business 
· Consider approval of Resolution 2008-004 – Donation Request Policy as drafted by Shaw

Having already reviewed the resolution in their agenda packets, there was no discussion on this item except to state that it looked good.

The Resolution basically stated that all future requests for donations or contributions made at the annual meeting would be denied, with the exception of special levies for the Historical Society and Fair Board; these two organizations are specifically addressed in  the Minnesota state statutes.

Supervisor Key made a motion to approve Resolution 2008-004 to handle donation or contribution requests at annual meetings.  The motion was seconded by Supervisor Kortekaas and passed with no opposed votes.

· Consider approval of draft letter to Itasca Little League, denying their donation request

The clerk’s draft letter was reviewed by the board.  

Supervisor Key made a motion to approve the sending of the letter as drafted to Itasca Little League, denying their donation request at the annual meeting in March 2008.  The motion was seconded by Supervisor Kortekaas and passed with no opposed votes.
· Summer Intern starts tomorrow

Supervisor Key announced that the summer intern will begin work tomorrow with the Maintenance Crew.  His name is Paul Madison.  His hiring was previously approved by the board.

.
10. New Business 
· Discuss quote from Anderson Glass for a new entrance door for the Town Hall
A quote was received from Anderson Glass to furnish and install a new commercial entrance door in place of the old entrance door.  The existing door is wearing out, and is difficult to lock.  

The quoted price from Anderson was for $3,900.00, with an additional $550 for panic hardware devises in place of push/pull.  These are commercial, all glass doors, which is good for visibility when entering and exiting the town hall.

The Board commented that they have a good service history with Anderson glass, and that the amount is low enough that they could just award the job to the company of their choosing.

Supervisor Key made a motion, seconded by Supervisor Kortekaas, to proceed with the proposed quote from Anderson Glass for new glass entrance doors to the Town Hall, with panic hardware.  Upon roll call, motion carried unanimously.
Supervisor Key agreed to contact Anderson Glass to inform them of the Board’s decision.

· Consider request for use of old town hall tables (see email from Paul Peltier)
After reading Mr. Peltier’s request to borrow the town hall tables for a few months, Supervisor Key made the following motion:
Key moved to deny the request by Paul Peltier to borrow town hall tables, in order to be consistent with past decisions. When others have asked to borrow township property, the Board has always said “no”.  The motion was seconded by Supervisor Kortekaas and upon roll call, carried unanimously. 
· Review Minnesota Administrative Rules statue, as provided by Dave Olson – DNR
Dave Olson, DNR, supplied the Board with a list of statutes that applies to state owned, public landings.  Such things as parking restrictions, obstruction prohibited, storage of watercraft prohibited, burning prohibited, etc. were listed.  The intent was to assist the township in setting up a Township Ordinance in similar fashion.  This would then allow the rules to be enforced by the DNR.
The Board liked all the items listed except subp. #12: Compatible Uses: public water access sites may be used for swimming unless otherwise posted.

They then discussed the process needed to make a similar township ordinance.  They would like Dave Olson to help them draft it, the have the county and legal review it.  Once adopted, the new ordinance would be posted at all landings.

Supervisor Key made a motion, seconded by Supervisor Kortekaas, to continue with the process of creating an ordinance for restrictions on use of township public water access sites.  

There was discussion that they would also like to include a “no overnight parking” provision, to make this issue clear.  This has been a township problem in the past.

Upon roll call, motion carried unanimously.

The clerk was asked to invite Dave Olson to an upcoming meeting.
· Discuss Memorial Day Celebration at the Cemetery

 Gary, Larry, Peg and Michele will be available for the Memorial Day celebration.  Peg will order the tent and cookies, and Michele will get the Maintenance guys a list of items for them to bring to the Service Garage at the Cemetery.  The color guard usually performs around 10:15 or 10:30am.  Clerk Smith will also post this celebration on the township’s website.
· Request for culvert


A request for a new culvert was received from a new house on Aspen Drive; Key also commented that there are 2 new houses on River Ridge/View Road that will also be needing culverts.

· Requests from Blackberry Township


Supervisor Key received a call from Blackberry Township, asking if they could rent our tar pot for road repair.  They also requested hiring our Maintenance Crew to open graves at their cemetery.  
 The Board discussed this and decided that that they are not set up to help out another township, unless it’s an emergency – in part, due to manpower.  
Supervisor Key made a motion to denying both requests.  Supervisor Kortekaas seconded the motion, and upon roll call, it passed with no opposed votes.
13. APPROVE PAYMENT OF BILLS

Supervisor Rosato made a motion, seconded by Supervisor Key, to approve payment of the bills as listed on the attached bill list entitled “May - 08” in the amount of $19,211.96.  Upon roll call, motion carried unanimously. 
14. ADJOURN
Supervisor Kortekaas then made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:27pm, seconded by Supervisor Key.  Meeting adjourned.








Respectfully submitted,








Michele R. Smith, Clerk
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