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MINUTES from the P&D Meeting 
Harris Township Board 

Wednesday, May 27, 2009 at 7:30pm 

 
 The P&D Meeting of the Harris Town Board was held on Wednesday, May 27, 2009.  The meeting 
was called to order at 7:30pm, at the Harris Town Hall, with the following officers present: Supervisors Gary 
Rosato, Dennis Kortekaas and Larry Key, Treasurer John Jokela and Clerk Michele Smith.  Absent:  None. 
 

Guests in attendance:  Rick Adams – AT&T, John Persons – resident of Sunny Beach Road, Tammy & 
Michael Warren – residents of Underwood Road. 
 
1.  Pledge to the flag and reading of the mission statement 
 
2.  Consider approval of the amendment to the Conditional Use Permit (CUP) for the AT&T cell tower 

On April 8, 2009 the county approved a Conditional Use for a 195’ monopole communications tower and associated ground 
equipment, by requesting a change in conditions to include a dual beam light that complies with FAA standards on the tower.  
This alternative change is to paint the monopole with red and white stripes per FAA standards, and not to light the tower at all.   
 

Rick Adams was in attendance, representing AT&T.  The Board was given the recap of the County 
hearing on the CUP to review.  Mr. Adams had attended the county meeting, and said a resident there 
voiced a concern about the tower visibility and float planes flying into the lake.  The County board 
determined that putting a light on the top of the tower would satisfy the visibility concern and so a 
condition for one was put on the CUP, and approved.   

After the county meeting, Mr. Adams, who is a former pilot, found there is no official floatplane landing 
area on the lake (per a map).  He also noted that the tower is about 1,000 feet, or about ½ mile away 
from the lake so most planes would be flying at 500 feet in this area. In addition, FAA regulations only 
require a tower be lit if it‟s over 200 feet, and his AT&T monopole will only be 195 feet.   

Scott Degarmo, landowner, whose property the tower would be on, is strongly opposed to a light as it 
would bother the neighbors.  He asked Mr. Adams for another option for visibility.  Since planes do not 
land at night, Mr. Adams did not feel it was necessary to have a light to guide planes to the lake.  So, 
for visibility, Mr. Adams suggested they could either use a daylight strobe, or paint the pole with an FAA 
specified pattern of red and white stripes, that would warn sea plane pilots of the tower.  The paint 
option was acceptable to Mr. Degarmo.  (Clerk Smith told the board that Mr. Degarmo had called and 
expressed his approval of the red and white striped paint option, but that he was totally against any 
type of light on the tower.) 

The County Hearing for the amendment is June 10th. 
 

Supervisor Kortekaas made a motion to recommend approval of the amendment to the 
conditional use permit for the AT&T monopole, proposed for Scottcliff Degarmo’s property.  
Supervisor Key seconded the motion for discussion:  Mr. Adams recapped that they are doing 
more than what is required.  AT&T is not opposed to lighting the tower, but the landowner is.  If 
planes don’t land at night, he did not see a reason to light it.  Since the tower is less than 200 
feet tall, the FAA does not require a light.  Rick noted that the tower paint does need to be 
maintained as the paint fades.  Roll call on the motion was then called, and passed by a 
unanimous vote.  

 
3.  Business from the floor 

 Tammy and Michael Warren – change property zoning on Hwy 169? 
The Warrens are considering purchasing a property north of Laplant Road that is zoned rural 

residential.  They were wondering if they could request a zoning change to commercial for a logging 
business.  (They currently reside on the Underwood Road.) 

The Board expressed that they don‟t like to rezone properties, as they loose control over what 
businesses go in.  However, a Conditional Use permit may be an option. Because the Warren‟s  
haven‟t purchased the property yet, the County sent them to talk to the Board and get their input. 

Overall, the Board stated that if the proposed logging business (a garage, and trucks) was 
opposed by neighbors, it could sway the board‟s position.  So, the Board suggested that the 
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Warrens could make the sale of the property contingent on approval on the CUP – but that means‟s 
they‟d have to pay for the conditional use permit, and go through the process.  

The Warrens thank the board for their time, and their input.   
 

 Richard Gunderson - Root Road 
Root Road did not get graded this past weekend as Mr. Gunderson had hoped.  Supervisor Key 

said it was a busy week with Memorial Day, but that Root Road is on the list to get done.   
 
4.  Roads  

o Consider award of gravel project contract for Wagon Wheel Court Road – see memo from Julie  
The quotes received by Julie Kennedy for the gravel project for all of Wagon Wheel Court 

Road were listed in her memo (to be attached to these minutes); the lowest quote was from 
Hammerland Construction, for $7,250.00.  Julie recommended that the project be awarded to 
Hammerlund. 

 
A motion was made by Supervisor Rosato, seconded by Supervisor Kortekaas, to go 

with Hammerlund Construction for road project on Wagon Wheel Road for $7,250.00.  
Upon roll call, motion carried unanimously. 

 
o Update on a possible meeting with the County on the drainage issue on Sunny Beach Road, and 

Oak Island Estates (Gary) 
Gary talked to Don Dewy at the County Zoning Office.  He didn‟t know if the drainage concern 

was their department‟s problem, but agreed to check with the „land‟ department.  Dewy felt the 
construction of Oak Island Estates probably did not add to the drainage issue this year, but that it 
was due to amount of rain and snow melt this year.   

John Persons, a resident of Sunny Beach Road affected by the drainage, was in attendance 
and has not heard anything from the County either.  Gary agreed to contact Mr. Dewy again, 
about getting all the parties together, and will let John Person‟s know of any meeting date.  

 

 Set up a Road Meeting work session 
Supervisor Key requested that he Board set up a „Road Meeting‟ to go over results of their road 

inspections, and to discuss what road projects to do – within the budget.  The date was for June 
3rd , 7:30pm at the Service Center.  Clerk Smith will contact Julie Kennedy and request she attend 
this meeting.   

 

 Dust guard has been completed on Bear Creek Road; the other roads have not yet been done, as 
gravel is still needed.  

 

 Brad Timm – Sunnybeach Road 
Mr. Timm talked to Supervisor Key and wants to put in a horseshoe driveway, due to the 

location of his home on the corner of Sunny Beach Road.  The lack of visibility when he backs his 
trailer out of his current driveway is a safety concern.  Supervisor Key will look at his area with Mr. 
Timm.  Key did let Timm know that our culvert policy states that he‟d have to purchase a culvert 
from us so Key will decide what size will be needed (12 or 15:”)   
 

5.  Recreation  

 The old Crystal Park warming house has been moved by the person who won the bid for the 
building.  Supervisor Key and Mike Hendricks are working on arranging transportation to get the 
new warming shack one from the Grand Rapids high school to Crystal Park.   

 
6  Town Hall Report 
     None – may be provided a the Regular meeting 
 
7.  Maintenance Report for April 2009 

  The maintenance report submitted from the Maintenance crew was reviewed.  Supervisor Rosato 
added that he‟d gotten a call from an irate resident regarding a recent burial and head stone. Rosato 
will follow up with Maintenance crew and the resident to be sure things are made right.  
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8.  Old Business 

o Memo from A. Shaw – Regarding Sheriff‟s coverage of the township‟s public landings 
   Rosato commented that Sheriff Medure offered to help out the township whenever it was 
needed, without any type of township ordinance.  Rosato did feel that by trying to do something 
formal with the County, it brought the issues that the township was having to light.   
   

o Memo from A. Shaw – Underwood Road  
   The memo recapped what was said at the public hearing, and stated that Shaw will go ahead 
with abandonment documents .  A copy of the letter was given to Richard Gunderson, upon his 
request. 
 

o Firewise:  
As requested by the Board, the Clerk called and arranged to have a presentation about the 

Firewise program (how to prevent wild fires) scheduled for the June 10th Regular Meeting.  Having 
it during a televised meeting was thought to be a good thing.   

 
o Letter from Shaw on the cable commission 

   Most of the officers had gotten a copy of the letter.  Rosato added that he‟s shared the Cable 
Commission agreement letter Mr. Shaw to help him understand how Harris‟ Township‟s extension 
agreement is connected with the City of Grand Rapid‟s franchise agreement.  Shaw has 
forwarded a letter to Paul Bunyan, to determine if they are still interested in serving Harris 
Township.  Shaw will let the Board know if he hears back. 
 

o Itasca County Twp Association Meeting at the Fair Grounds 
  No one had heard yet if the date for the next Itasca Twp Association Meeting was June 1 or 
June 8.  This meeting will be held at the Fair Grounds for a meal, served at 6:00pm. 

 

9.  New Business 
o “Find a grave” – new online program being started by the Itasca Co. Historical Society 

The Clerk was approached by Lilah Crowe of the Itasca Co. Historical Society, who told her 
about a new online program called “Find a Grave”.  Volunteers will be going around and taking 
pictures of all head stones in Itasca County, and noting the names of those buried.  The 
information and photographs will be put on line, and added to the “Find a Grave” program 
database.  Crowe wanted the Board and Maintenance crew to know that they may see people 
taking pictures in the cemetery, though she had no idea when it might be.  She also noted that 
if the sun is out, they may need to dust on some power on the headstone so that the names 
show up better, but that the power is safe, and washes off with rain.  
 

o Discuss next newsletter – due to be mailed out by June 25.  
In order to have the next newsletter out in time to act as an invitation to the Harris Township 
Centennial Picnic on July 5th, it needs to be mailed out by June 25.  That means Clerk Smith will need 
articles by the June 10th Regular Meeting, to allow her time to compile the newsletter and get it to 
Treasure Bay a week prior to the mailing date.  The following articles were assigned: 

o Me – centennial celebration  
o Gary – TBD 
o Dennis – Road Inspections – what a supervisor looks for / how they are done  
o Larry – history of the cemetery 
o John - TBD 
o Julie – TBD     

 
10.  Adjourn 
 
At 8:38pm, a motion was made by Supervisor Rosato, seconded by Supervisor Kortekaas, to adjourn the 
meeting.  Motion carried and meeting adjourned. 
        Respectfully submitted,  
        Michele Smith, Clerk  


