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A Bit of Harris Township History


By Peggy Bishop, Treasurer 





Harris Township has come a long way in the last 100 years.  Our last census in the year 2000 told us that we had a population of 3,328.  However, one of the first censuses done for Harris Township reported the following 73 residents:





(Names and ages were listed)





Sjourslend Mundy-44, Alice- 43, Loyd-7, Clara-14


Celisti Hall – 60


Andrew Kent – 34


Thomas Kinney-48, Hocene 32, Alma-10, Ely-5, Mary-7, Rebecca-9


Jacob Edehofer-31, Mary-41


Ray Hane-18, Freeman-20, Perry-22, Carl-10, Robin-10


William Mason-24


Wm Fullborn-28


Chas. Fullborn-25


D.D. Jacobs-59, Bell-54, J.H.-29, Lavesta-31


Sherman Yost-39, Ellecabet-34, Harry-14, Leo-10, Lillie-15, Hazle-7, Cassei-5, Pearl-1


Samuel Benzing-32, Eva-32, William-10, Margaret-7


Justus Romens-54, Leuai-17


Richard Engstrom-28, Karolena-?


George Moody-53


Sammuel Moody-45


John Carlson-39, Ida-42, Emma-9


Tedor Carlson-43


Taim Mahon-42


Telford Torson-35, Glure-30, Teador-5, Henry-3, Albert-1


Doncan Harris-40, Nora-29, Hazil-6


Mary Wilson-14


James Cox-61


Hugh Brown-45


James Bickely-37, Ellen-33, Ethel-9, Earnest-6, Blanch-5, Roy-2


Edvin Holum-38, Martha-30, Arthur-9, Edvard-7, Albert-5, Dorothea-3





If you knew, or are related to, any of these early Harris Township pioneers, we’d love to hear from you.  Please contact Peg Bishop at 326-6368, or any board supervisor.





TAPS…continued from page 1


…country.  Taps is used on two prescribed occasions, most often at military funerals but also as a “lights-out” signal for the troops at night.  The “Drummer of the Guard” was in charge of sounding lights-out with a series of three single drum strokes, beat at four count intervals.  This tapping of the drums was soon referred to as “Taps” by the troops.


Some variations of the notes were changed and the bugle call was used in July of 1862 to replace the more formal sounding “Extinguish lights”.  As the bugle sounded that night in July 1862, words were put with the music.  The first were “Go to Sleep, go to Sleep.”  According to an internet source, there are no official words to the music, but here are some of the more popular words:


Day is done, gone the sun


From the hills, from the lake


From the sky.


All is well, safely rest,


God is nigh.


Fades the light, and afar


Goeth day, and the stars


Shineth bright. 


Fare thee well, day is gone.


Night is on.


Thanks and praise, for our days,


Neath the sun, neath the stars,


Neath the sky


As we go, this we know,


God is nigh.


















































Harris Township’s Centennial Celebration





The next meeting to plan the celebration of Harris Township’s centennial will be on Wednesday, May 7, 2008 at 7:30pm at the Harris Town Hall.  Everyone is welcome to attend.





Two ideas being discussed for the centennial are putting together book of Harris Township’s history, and holding a township picnic with a 1909 theme, at Crystal Park, during the summer of 2009.





For the historical book, we are looking for stories and pictures of “the old days” in Harris Twp.  If you have any pictures of old business, schools, resorts, or life ‘back when’, or have stories you could share, please contact Peggy Bishop at 326-6368.  We need your help! 





BOARD DIRECTORY





Supervisors:


 > Larry Key……..……. 326-3608 or 


		           244-5248


 > Gary Rosato …….… 326-4704


 > Dennis Kortekaas… 326-1882





Clerk and Cemetery Sexton:


 > Michele Smith ……...327-9930


   Or � HYPERLINK "mailto:michelesmithclerk@msn.com" ��michelesmithclerk@msn.com�





Treasurer:


  > Peggy Bishop………326-6368














HARRIS TOWNSHIP


2008 MEETING


 SCHEDULE





The Harris Town Board will meet on the following dates in 2008, with the meetings starting at 7:30 p.m., and held at the Harris Town Hall, 21998 Airport Road.





Regular 		      Planning & Development


Meetings: 		Meetings:


(Second Wed.		(Fourth Wed.


 of the month)     		of the month)





April 9			April 23


May 14       	      	May 28 


June11			June 25


July 9    			July 23 


August 13		August 27


September 10   		September 24 


October 8		October 22


November 12    		November 26  


December 10		(tentative)











Harris Township


Newsletter








Board of Appeal and Equalization �Monday, May 12, 2008, 9:00am at the Harris Town Hall


In March of each year, the County sends out tax notifications based on the Assessors valuation of each property. If there are questions about the value placed on a property, the best first step is to call the Assessor's office at the phone number listed on the County notice. If the property owner does not reach agreement with the Assessor, then they may appeal to the Harris Township Board of Appeal and Equalization by coming to this meeting.





The Harris Township Board of Appeal and Equalization hears from property owners who disagree with the County's assessed value of their property.  Tom Gilmore, Itasca County Assessor, and a County Appraiser will be at the meeting to discuss resident's concerns on an individual basis.  The order that resident's concerns will be heard will be based on the order in which they sign in at the meeting.                   -----


























The History of Taps 





By Supervisor Gary Rosato





Looking at the calendar, I see


that Memorial Day will come and go before our next newsletter.  In honor


of that day, I wanted to write a history


about how the notes of Taps were discovered.  This is truly a condensed version of the information I found:


Taps


Regardless of the origin of the song Taps, it has come to be known as a solemn, haunting melody that stirs emotions in the soul of anyone who hears it.  Taps represents solemn dignity and attempts to comfort those who have lost loved ones in the service of their …


TAPS story continued on the bottom of page 3





www.harristownshipmn.org


The Harris Township Website Is Up!





By Michele Smith, Clerk





Check out our new website at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.harristownshipmn.org" ��www.harristownshipmn.org� and let me know what you think.  Don’t hesitate to email me with corrections or suggestions of what you’d like to see added to the site. 





Currently, the main menu items on the home page are:


Meet the Officers of the Board


Contact information / directory


Events and Happenings


Calendar of Twp Meetings and Events


Meeting Agendas and Minutes


Harris Town Hall


Cemetery Information


Parks and Recreation


Roads


Newsletters


Comprehensive Plan


Ordinances


Helpful Links


Search box


We will eventually be adding a township banner at the top of the webpage, which will include a photo or two, and perhaps a logo, that represents our township.  If you have a digital photograph you’d like to submit for consideration, perhaps of Pokegama Lake, please send to � HYPERLINK "http://www.michelesmithclerk@msn.com" ��www.michelesmithclerk@msn.com�.





I’d also like to add a “Photos” page to the site – for pictures that will show off our township attributes and activities.  Again, if you have any you’d be willing to share, please email to me anytime, at the email address noted above.


		Michele Smith, Clerk











              �


For Cemetery Information, contact Clerk, Michele Smith at


327-9930 or email, at 


MicheleSmithClerk@msn.com








�


Roadside 


Clean-up Day


Tuesday, May 6th





By Supervisor Dennis Kortekaas





Once again, we will have a township wide roadside cleanup day in Harris Township on Tuesday, May 6th, 2008.  This is the day that the Officers of the Town Board will be cleaning the ditches along the two mile section of River Road they’ve adopted.  This is also the day the Board would like to encourage residents to clean their own roadside ditches.





We will be providing a dumpster at the Harris Town Hall for residents to bring their roadside debris for free disposal.  The dumpster will be available from 8:00am until dark that day.  (No personal or household garbage please – only that found along the roadsides.)














If you would like to help the Board clean the area along the River Road, please meet at the Harris Cemetery at 5:30pm.  Garbage bags and “grabbers” will be provided.  Boots are recommended.        ---





	





.











From a Township Supervisor’s Desk





By Larry Key, Supervisor





An opportunity came in 2005 to purchase 16 acres adjoining Harris Cemetery.  The property included a two bedroom home with attached garage, and a separate three stall garage.  The purchase of this property, later named the “Harris Township Service Center”, worked well for both the maintenance department and for the town board.














The maintenance workers use the three-stall garage for maintaining township equipment.  Previously, the maintenance crew worked from the garage at the Harris Town Hall.  This created many problems, with all the activity at the town hall.  Traffic and parked vehicles would sometimes block the workers in.





The town board uses the house at the Service Center for some meetings and work sessions.  The open living and dining area will hold approximately 15-20 people.





Future plans for the Service Center property includes building a larger maintenance garage, and possibly a new town hall.





The Harris Township Service Center is located at 20876 Wendigo Park Road, just south of the four-way stop at Harris Town Road.  It is just up the hill, second driveway on the left.














RECIPE CORNER


By Peggy Bishop, Treasurer





Taco Soup


2 lbs hamburger, browned and drained


Add:


2 cans diced, stewed tomatoes


1 can pinto beans


1 can kidney beans


1 can of Shoepeg corn


1 can Rotelle tomatoes (there are green chilies in these tomatoes)


2 cups water


1 package dry taco seasoning


1 pkg dry Hidden Valley dressing mix





Heat it up and serve.  This is so good!





 Harris Town Hall Changes





There have been two recent changes to the Harris Town Hall.





One, is that the town hall is


now a smoke-free building


for both public meetings and for private rentals.  The revised Town Hall Policy now states that “Smoking is not allowed in the Town Hall building”.





The second change is a


new blind over the kitchen


serving counter, which can be lowered or raised as desired.  This was purchased in response to several requests by renters.                         ----














First Town Board Meeting Minutes





In a previous newsletter, we included the minutes from the first Annual Town Meeting for Harris Township, held November 3, 1909.  





Below are, as far as I can find, the minutes for the first meeting of the Harris Town Board, from February 14, 1910:


********************************


Office of Town Clerk, Town of Harris, Itasca County.  Meeting of Town Board, February 14, 1910.





Meeting called to order by the chairman.





Mr. Carlson moved that the town be divided into two road districts, by a line running east and west through the center of the township, starting between sections eighteen (18) and nineteen (19) and ending between sections thirteen (13) and twenty-four (24), and that the north one half of the township be known as road district no. 1 and the south one half as road district number 2 (see order establishing road districts).





Moved and seconded that compensation of road overseer, while actually engaged in official duties, be made as high as law permits, not to exceed two and 50/100 dollars ($2.50) per diem.  Carried.





The Chairman directed that the annual town meeting be held at McCormick’s School house, if permission may be obtained from school board; otherwise that meeting will be held at Mr. Mundy’s residence.





The following propositions were suggested to be voted upon at the next annual town meeting:


1.) Permanent place for holding elections


2.) Appropriations for general township expenses


3.) Appropriations for road and bridge fund





Meeting adjourned.  


Signed, Ralph L. West – Town Clerk













































































Mission Statement:


The Harris Town Board strives to enhance the quality of life, protect the environment, and maintain the economic stability for the residents of their community.





Visit us on the web:  www.harristownshipmn.org














.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.

 PAGE 
2




.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.


.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.


      3

