CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION 
WORK SESSION

HARRIS TOWN BOARD

Wednesday, September 17, 2008, 7:30 P.M.
The Harris Town Board met on Wednesday, September 17, 2008 at 7:30 p.m., at the Harris Town Hall, with the following members present: Supervisors Dennis Kortekaas and Larry Key, Treasurer Peg Bishop and Clerk Michele Smith.  Absent: Gary Rosato.
Also present were residents / committee members Mike Hendricks and Jim Anderson.  Absent:  Sylvia Eckstrom, John Jokela, and Maureen Rosato
The purpose of tonight's meeting was to continue discussions regarding the upcoming 100th birthday of Harris Township and how to celebrate it.
HISTORY BOOK:
Jim Anderson is currently writing a book of Wendigo School oral histories.  It should be done by December, and all his stories and photos will be on file with the Historical Society.  Jim said the township was welcome to use anything he had.  He also said he has lots of information on other schools in Harris Township, if that would be of interest.
The group discussed that it’s very time consuming to research at the Historical Society.  It took Larry 2 ½ hours to try and find something on the Metzenhuber farm.  After going through a stack of newspapers he was given, what he found about the farm was insignificant.

Jim reminded the board that until about 5 years ago, the Historical Society was just a closet.  They have expanded immensely, but have not gotten everything cataloged yet. He agreed that they have a lot of pictures, but it takes a great deal of time to find them. 

Jim also recommended checking out the Chisholm Interpretative Center, as they have may pictures and information on our township’s history and businesses – especially logging.
Before hiring someone to do more research, Peggy offered to draft a letter that could be sent to key members of the community to request their help with pictures and stories for the history book.  Getting a personalized letter may get a better response than the general inquires that have been in the last few newsletters.  

TOWNSHIP PICNIC:
· A deposit for 50% will be due to Lefty’s on March 15, 2009.  The total cost for tents, chairs, and tables will be $2.503.64.  
· Mary Jo Hendricks (Mike’s wife) offered to contact various caters to see who would be willing & available for our centennial event (July 5, 2009) and inquire about cost for the picnic menu previously discussed (hotdogs/hamburgers, chips, beans, salads, brownies).

NEXT MEETING:
Wednesday, October 29th at the Town Hall.
Members agreed to continue gathering information on their “topics” as chosen at the last meeting.
The Centennial Work session ended at 9:30pm.










Respectfully submitted, 











Michele Smith, Clerk
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