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[image: image4.wmf]Welcome to the first quarterly newsletter from Harris Township!
By Michele Smith, Clerk
In response to our residents request for better communication of what is happening in their township, the Harris Town Board has authorized a quarterly newsletter be sent to all residents in our township.  Since this is our first attempt, you will probably see several changes and improvements in future issues.  If there’s something you’d like to see as a regular feature, or as a special topic, please email me at: MicheleSmithClerk@msn.com.         (We do hope to have a township website developed some time in 2007.)
BOARD DIRECTORY

Supervisors:
-  Larry Key……..….326-3608
-  Gary Rosato ……..326-4704
-  Dennis Kortekaas.. 326-1882

Clerk/Cemetery Sexton:
 - Michele Smith …327-9930

   Or michelesmithclerk@msn.com
Treasurer:
- Peggy Bishop …326-6368         
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From a Township Supervisor’s Desk
By Larry Key, Supervisor (
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Township Day 

TUESDAY, MARCH 13th is TOWNSHIP DAY!
This is a day for all township citizens to participate in “Grass Roots Government” and express their choice in electing their leaders at the township annual election and setting the level of spending to be spread to the property tax payers in the township by setting the levy at the township annual meeting.  

Polls will be open from noon to 8:00pm, at the Harris Town Hall, to elect one Supervisor for a 3 year term, and one treasurer for a two year  term.  
SAMPLE BALLOT:

	Town Election

Town of Harris

General Election March 13, 2007



	↓
	Put an (X) in the square opposite the name of each candidate you wish to vote for

	TOWN SUPERVISOR

Vote for one

	
	Larry Key

	
	Write-in, if any

	TOWN TREASURER

Vote for one

	
	Peggy Bishop

	
	John R. Jokela

	
	Write-in, if any





Town Hall Rental

To rent the town hall, please contact our Town Hall Caretaker:

       Rental Rates (per day):

      $  50 – for a Township Resident

      $100  - for a Non-Twp Resident
       (a $25 deposit is required)
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Have you seen this Adopt-a-Highway sign?  
From Dennis Kortekaas - Supervisor
Every year in the Spring & Fall, the Harris Town Board cleans up the ditches of a two mile long stretch of the River Road.  It will happen again in the Spring of 2007 – and the Board would love to have your help.               
On September 21, 2004, two of the Harris Township’s Maintenance Crew – Ken Johnson and Jim Booth – were both tragically killed while on the job.  They were performing routine road inspections after a storm, when a large tree fell on the truck they were in.  
In their memory and honor, the Harris Town Board adopted a 2 mile stretch of highway along the River Road that passes by the Harris Cemetery, where both men are buried.  

Please watch for the next roadside clean up date to be announced & posted.  We would love to have your help.                                                     
	Harris Township

C/O Michele Smith, Clerk

30037 Harris Towns Road

Grand Rapids, MN  55744
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Wed. April 11, 2007


Harris Town Hall – 7:30pm


Regular Meeting


This is the taped meeting, held on the 2nd Wednesday of each month.








Wed. April 25, 2007


Harris Town Hall – 7:30pm


Planning & Development Mtg


This is the casual meeting, held on the 4th Wednesday of each month.





Tues. May 8, 2007


Harris Town Hall 9:00am


Meeting of the Board of Appeals and Equalization


This is a meeting where township residents can come and voice concerns or questions over their assessed property tax value for 2007.  The meeting is run by the Office of the County Assessors.





From the Desk … from page 1
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Upcoming Township Events


Township Election


Tues. March 13, 2007


Polls open noon to 8:00pm


at the Harris Town Hall


Vote for one Supervisor, for a 3 year term, and one Treasurer, for a two year term.


Annual Town Meeting


Tues. March 13, 2007


8:30pm


Come and vote on the proposed budget and associated levies, and find out who won the township election. 


Regular Meeting of the Board


Wed. March 14, 2004


7:30pm at the Harris Town Hall


This is the meeting that is taped for broadcast on ICTV.  Any resident concerns will be heard by the board, under the agenda item of “Business from the Floor”.


Regular Meetings of the Harris Town Board are held the second Wednesday of every month, beginning at 7:30pm at the Harris Town Hall.





Planning & Development and Reorganizational Meeting


Wed. March 28, 2007


7:30pm at the Harris Town Hall





The P&D meeting is a more casual meeting (no cameras!), where the Board discusses many matters of the Township.  There is also a “Business from the Floor” agenda item for any resident concerns 





Tonight’s meeting is also when officers are sworn in, a schedule of the board’s regular meetings is adopted, posting places are designated, and other organization matters are decided.





Continued on Page 4














Harris Township’s


 MISSON STATEMENT:





The Harris Town Board strives to enhance the quality of life, protect the environment, and maintain the economic stability for the residents of their community.





Adopted Nov 2005








What are they doing?


Have you been wondering why all the trees have been cleared behind the Harris Cemetery?


It’s for a new addition to the cemetery.  It takes 5-7 years to prepare the land.





I was asked to write an article for the first township news letter – so I thought this would be a good opportunity to let everyone know some of responsibilities of a Township Supervisor. 


Harris Township is a standard size township of six miles square.  Within our six square miles, we have approximately 33 miles of road – 25 paved miles and 8 gravel miles. Maintaining these roads is a major part of our responsibilities as Supervisors.  We inspect each road every spring, for maintenance and safety issues.  Then, a Road Meeting is held to prioritize the road repairs into our 5 year road maintenance plan.  This meeting is open to the public, and all concerns are heard.


Another responsibility of a Township Supervisor is to inspect and maintain several buildings and grounds within the township.  These include the Town Hall and garage located on the Airport Road, the Service Center on the Wendigo Park Road – which consists of a meeting house and maintenance garages, as well as our Harris Cemetery and storage garage on the River Road.  


Other properties that we as Supervisors are in charge of include Wendigo Park, located at the old Wendigo School Site, and Crystal Park, located in the Crystal Springs area, south side of Pokegama Lake.  In each park, there is a skating rink with warming house, baseball field, tennis courts, basketball courts, and a playground with equipment and a sand box.  In addition, Crystal Park also has a volleyball court and a picnic pavilion, complete with tables and braziers.


We are also responsible for the four public boat landings, on LaPlant Road, Woodtick – on SunnyBeach Road, Mishawaka Road, and Trooptown, on SunnyBeach Road.  The boat landings and docks are maintained by Harris Township in cooperation with the Department of Natural Resources.


The Board of Supervisors is responsible for supervising two full time maintenance employees, a town hall caretaker, warming house/rink attendants.  It is also our job to evaluate the performance of each of our employees each year.


This article has gotten longer than I expected, but it’s probably because the Supervisors have such a wide variety of responsibilities as members of the Harris Town Board.  Perhaps I will describe a few more in the next issue of the Harris Township Newsletter….or I’ll let one of the other Supervisors add to my list (


From LARRY KEY - Supervisor
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Harris Township


Newsletter





COME OUT AND VOTE!





Annual Town Meeting   �


TUESDAY, MARCH 13th, 2007 at 8:15pm – Harris Town Hall


The Annual Town Meeting is something every township resident should attend.  It is a chance for you to have your voice heard.  This meeting is where you can review the accomplishments and financial records of the Town for the past year.  The Board will present their proposals for the 2008 township levy.  This is a critical meeting.  With the city of Grand Rapids looking to annex parts of our township, we need to take strides to make sure that we can provide for our residents better than they can.  This is the meeting where your vote can make a difference!


Hope to see you there.


Note:  Township Annual Reports will be available at the polls and the annual meeting for your review.








Harris Cemetery Sexton:


Michele Smith  327-9930





Costs to purchase cemetery sites:


$125 / site for a township resident


$250 / site for non-resident





Up to 4 sites may be purchased by one person/per deed.  There is also a $46 recording fee per cemetery deed.





Harris Township’s Comprehensive Plan


By Gary Rosato, Supervisor


Once the Harris Town Board completed a Mission Statement for Harris Township, we pro-actively decided to enhance our governing endeavors with a Comprehensive Plan.  This is a plan that will further guide our decision making into the future.


To develop a Comprehensive Plan, we teamed up with S.E.H., Inc. and Applied Insights North to begin the process of setting up a steering committee.  18 volunteers served on the Steering Committee to structure and develop this plan.   





The first order of business was to create a survey to be sent out to each resident of Harris Township.  We received back a very favorable number of returns, containing vital information in the answers given on the survey.  Overall, it was clear that:  THE RESIDENTS OF HARRIS TOWNSHIP DESIRE A HIGH QUALITY OF LIFE IN A RURAL COMMUNITY SETTING.





The Comprehensive Plan addresses those issues and identifies a future strategy in the following areas: Land Use, Roads and Transportation, Recreation, Waste Treatment, Governmental Services, and Cooperative Ventures.  





This plan will continue to be a work in progress document, and was adopted by the Harris Town Board 11-8-06.  If you’d like a copy, please request one from the Clerk, Michele Smith (see directory for contact information).








DID YOU KNOW?


The population of Harris Township according to the 2000 census is 3,328.








�


RECIPE CORNER


By Peggy Bishop, Treasurer





White Almond Bark Cookies – a Supervisor’s favorite!





- 2 cups Cap’n Cruch Peanut Butter Cereal


- 2 cups Rice Krispies Cereal


- 2 cups Dry Roasted Peanuts


- 1 cup colored miniature marshmallows


- 1 pkg (20 oz) of white almond bark





Mix cereal & peanuts in a bowl – set aside.


Break up almond bark and melt in microwave - stirring after each minute – until completely melted.  Then, pour over cereal mixture and stir well.  Next,


add marshmallows and stir well (they should not melt).


Drop by spoonfuls onto wax paper.  Cool & enjoy!





Mission Statement:


The Harris Town Board strives to enhance the quality of life, protect the environment, and maintain the economic stability for the residents of their community.





Harris Town Hall
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