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MINUTES from the REGULAR Meeting 
Harris Township Board 

Wednesday, August 8, 2012 at 7:30pm 
  

The Regular Meeting of the Harris Town Board was held on Wednesday, August 8, 2012.  The meeting was called to 
order at 7:30pm, at the Harris Town Hall, with the following officers present: Supervisors Larry Key and Dennis 
Kortekaas, and Clerk Michele Smith.  Absent: Supervisor Gary Rosato and Treasurer Becky Adams. 

Also in attendance:  Julie Kennedy – Twp Road Engineer from SEH, Pat Medure, Randy McCarty, and Bob Shankland 
from the Pokegama Lake Association, and Dan Butterfield and Judy Myers – township residents. 

 
1. Pledge to the flag, followed by the reading of the township mission statement   

2. Approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting on July 11, and the P&D Meeting July 25, 2012. 

Supervisor Kortekaas made a motion to approve the meeting minutes as presented for July 11 and July 25, 
2012.  Upon a second by Key, the motion was passed.   
 

3.  Business from the floor 

 Pokegama Lake Association – regarding support of the Upper Mississippi Flood Mitigation Task Force 
resolution, and appointing a representative to the task force.  

Randy McCarty – president of Pokegama Lake Association, along with members Pat Medure and Bob 
Shankland,  were in attendance and addressed the board as follows:   

The Lake Association has concerns about water levels on three lakes – Little Jay Gould, Jay Gould, and 
Pokegama.  The recent torrential rain and weather events resulted in flooding events that caused 
substantial damage to economies and environments in Itasca County as well as properties in Aitkin County 
and Cass County.  Pokegama Lake rose 4 feet during  June and July.  There are future concerns of flooding 
as well, and so the Lake Association is trying to develop a Task Force to include membership from all the 
affected entities, to examine the issues and take appropriate steps to assure the US Army Coprs of 
Engineers water management practices fairly and equitably reflect the best interest of all the stakeholders.  
One item of concern is the Aitkin Diversion Ditch; it was completed in 1956 but does it meet today’s needs?  

Representatives for the task force are being sought for the task force from the local government agencies 
of the city of Grand Rapids, Itasca County, and Harris Township.  By developing a task force, stakeholders 
will have an opportunity to examine the issues, and bring forward action items to the US Armp Corps for 
consideration.     

The representatives of the Pokegama Lake Association came to tonight’s meeting to request that the Harris 
Town Board adopt a resolution as presented, which supports the creation of a task force, and appoint a 
town board member to the task force.   

Supervisor Rosato was unable to attend tonight’s meeting, but reviewed the information and sent an email 
in support of the resolution.   

Supervisor Kortekaas made a motion to adopt the resolution as presented, “In support of the Upper 
Mississippi Flood Mitigation Task Force”, and recommended Supervisor Key as the representative, paid 
the hourly labor wage to attend any related meetings.  The motion was seconded by Supervisor Key, and 
thus duly passed.  This resolution will be #2012-006, per Clerk Smith.   

  

4. Treasurer’s Report  for July 1 – 30, 2012 

In Treasurer Adams absence, Clerk Smith read the treasurer’s report: Starting balance was $1,108,117.14; 
receipts were $6,173.92 and disbursements were $105,345.00; ending balance as of July 31, 2012 was 
$1,008,946.06.  Fund balances were noted at the bottom of the report.  
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Supervisor Kortekaas made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s report as presented, with an ending 
balance as of July 31, 2012 of $1,008,946.06; upon a second by Supervisor Key, the motion carried.   

5.  Roads 

 Julie Kennedy / SEH  – project updates (see memo) 

o Update on Mishawaka 2011 improvement project:   

Hawkinson Construction completed the board requested speed hump alterations.  All supervisors had 
driven them and stated at the July P&D meeting that they are happy with the revisions to the 
incline/decline, which lessened their severity.   

In addition to the project work, Julie and Supervisor Key are still working with county and FEMA on 
obtaining storm damage funds for the repairs completed by Anderson Brothers Construction as a 
result of heavy rains received in June.   

Julie anticipated closing out this 2011 road project at the August P&D meeting. 

o Update on 2012 Bituminous surfacing improvement project 

Hawkinson Construction has completed all of their work.  However, there are some concerns 
regarding: 

– Erosion of the aggregate shouldering on Mishawaka  

– The pavement surface condition (cracks) on Wendigo Park Road, south of Underwood.   

Julie is working with the contractor on both of these issues.  

A partial pay application was submitted for the board’s review, and Julie recommended payment in 
September, in the amount of $309,472.12.  Julie noted that this will not close out the project. 

Supervisor Kortekaas recommended approval of the partial pay request to Hawkinson during the 
September check run.  Motion seconded by Supervisor Key, and thus passed.  (This item will appear 
on the September bill list.)   

 

 Other road issues: 

o Bear Creek 
Julie and Supervisor Key completed their road inspections, and went to Bear Creek to look at the end 
of the road due to resident concern over drainage.  Key thought it had been working well, though he 
did see a small amount of damage.  The resident felt the road should be sloped away from his 
driveway to prevent the washout of his driveway.  Julie commented that it would take quite a bit of 
road reconstruction to correct this.  The board asked Julie to get a cost estimate for the work.  They 
confirmed that correcting the slope would not affect any other properties, and could possibly be done 
this fall – a one day job.   

The town board approved that quotes be solicited by Julie, as well as an engineers estimate.  She 
will bring the results to the August P&D meeting for board review.  The board will then determine 
whether or not to move forward on this Bear Creek drainage correction project. . 

o Commercial Asphalt  

Key has not yet heard back from Commercial Asphalt regarding a proposal for crack filling township 
roads.  The last he’d heard, they were finishing up some work in Bemidji.   

o Plackner Tree:   

Tree service has removed larger storm damaged trees where needed; project is done. 
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6.  Recreation 

Meeting with Mike Hendricks – Recreational Advisor 
Supervisor Key met with Mike to discuss maintenance issues.  They agreed to do a fall weed control 
application.  Mike will find the proper control chemical to use, and the township maintenance crew will do 
the application.   Mike and Supervisor Key also agreed that the cracks in the Crystal Park basketball court 
and tennis court need to be fixed; Supervisor Key would like Commercial Asphalt to do, if possible.   

7.  Correspondence  

Board Action items: 

 Consider approval of MasTec permit for buried telephone wire on Gary Drive;  CenturyLink Job 
#BWMNO496102-199P 

The board reviewed the information and diagram as submitted by MasTec; it was noted that the wire 
will be buried along side of the road – and not crossing the road.  There were no concerns by the 
board. 

 
Supervisor Kortekaas made a motion, seconded by Supervisor Key, to approve the MasTec permit 
for buried telephone wire on Gary Drive, CenturyLink Job #BWMNO496102-199P.  Motion carried. 

 

 Review memo from Itasca County, regarding their Comprehensive Land Use Plan 2012 Update 
The memo from Itasca County was reviewed; it noted that a steering committee will review and update 
the county’s comprehensive plan, and would consist of elected and/or appointed officials from cities, 
townships, and the count as well as representatives from associations, agencies, and citizens.   

Clerk Smith reminded the board that this was something they’d talked about wanting to be a part of, as 
they reviewed and updated the township’s comprehensive plan.  Julie noted that if the township 
appoints someone, they can speak on behalf of the board.   

The kickoff meeting is Tuesday, August 21st at 7pm, with four other meeting dates scheduled for Sept 11 
and 25, and Oct 2 and 16, 2012.  Supervisor Key offered to attend, and Kortekaas approved.   

Noteworthy items: 

 Invitation from ARDC to a “Broadband for the Underserved in the Arrowhead Region” meeting, Aug 22 in 
Carlton   

Non-action items   
1. Copies of letters from Shaw and Shaw Law, re: Application for Easement Across State Land and the DNR 
2. Memo from John Carlson, running for State Senate 
3. Copies of approved Itasca County Land Use and Sewer permits 

   8.   Consent Agenda 
a) Consider approval of cemetery site purchase by Michelle and Robert Anderson, Sec 3, Block 24, Lot 2, Site 7 

A motion was made by Supervisor Kortekaas to approve the consent agenda item as stated above; the 
motion was seconded by Supervisor Key and thus passed.  

9.    Old Business 

 GIS Cemetery Database – update 
Clerk Smith shared that when some software/hardware was installed on the Service Center computer for 
the new GIS system, it caused the wireless internet access to stop working.  The Computer Enterprises 
technician said that an additional devise would be needed to get it working again.  Cost for labor and parts 
would be $140.83 with tax.  Smith agreed to have this part ordered and installed as wireless is needed by 
the Treasurer when working at her office, and the guys will need wireless when they get their iPhones.  The 
board did not have any concerns about this additional cost.   
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 Update from FEMA meeting, attended by Supervisor Key on August 2nd (court house) 
Marlyn Halvorson, from the Itasca County Sheriff’s Department, had contacted Clerk Smith via email 
regarding a FEMA meeting for the county on August 2nd.  Attendance at the meeting was mandatory to be 
eligible for FEMA public assistance from the flood of June 2012.  Supervisor Key was able to attend the 
meeting, and set up a kick off meeting to get things going for the Harris Township damage.  This meeting was 
held at SEH, with FEMA representatives.  Julie Kennedy shared figures for the road damage on Mishawaka 
Road as a result of the flooding, and the FEMA representatives agreed to go look at the road.  It was noted 
that this FEMA meeting and assistance was just for flood damage – not the wind storm in July. 

 Judy Myers  – First Responder update 
Supervisor Kortekaas asked resident Judy Myers if she’d had any luck in finding out what is needed to get 
certified First Responders in Harris Township.   

Note: A certified first responder is a person who has completed a course and received certification in 
providing pre-hospital care for medical emergencies. They have more skill than someone who is trained in 
basic first aid but they are not a substitute for advanced medical care rendered by emergency medical 
technicians (EMTs), emergency physicians, nurses, or paramedic.  A “Community First Responder Scheme” is 
made up of groups of volunteers who, within the community in which they live or work, have been trained 
to attend emergency calls received by the Ambulance Service, providing potentially life-saving treatment 
and first aid until an emergency ambulance arrives. 

Myers said she talked to Nancy Johnson, who’d headed up the program in Remer; she mentioned that in a 
township of our size, EMT training may be desired.  Myers also talked to Tim George of the local ambulance 
service.  He thought it was a good idea, but said the township government cannot become involved in it – 
for liability reasons.  George offered to come in and teach the course at no charge (8 hour apx) and 
suggested that perhaps the township could host the meeting place.  Myers wasn’t sure of next steps – or 
how to go about recruit for First Responder candidates.  The board thanked her for the information she 
shared.   

 Big Tex Trailer: 
Supervisor Key would like to sell the township’s 2002 Big Tex Trailer outright – with a picture and a firm 
price.  However, he wondered if a township could do that, or if it has to be sold via bids.  Clerk Smith 
agreed to check with the MN Association of Townships and report back at the August P&D meeting.   

 Summer Maintenance Interns last days: 
o Matt Seibert will be done on August 10th  
o Zack Adams will be done on August 17th  

10.  New Business 

 Consider setting a date for a Township / City meeting – regarding natural gas franchise with Northwest Gas  
The board agreed to move this to the August P&D meeting, when all Supervisors will be in attendance to 
give input on a date.  

11.  Approve payment of bills for August 2012  

A motion was made by Supervisor Kortekaas to approve the attached list titled “August 2012 Bill List to 
Board” in the amount of $30,549.19.  The motion was seconded by Supervisor Key, and thus duly passed. 

12.  Adjourn         

A motion was made by Supervisor Kortekaas to adjourn tonight’s meeting at 8:27pm; upon a second by 
Supervisor Key, the meeting was adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Michele Smith, Clerk of Harris Township                                

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Medical_emergency
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_aid
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emergency_medical_technician
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emergency_medical_technician
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Physician
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nurse
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paramedic
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ambulance_Service
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August 2012 Bill Listing to Board Description 
 

Amount 

Larry Key Mtgs, wages, labor, less withholding plus expenses 
 

926.68 

Gary Rosato Mtgs, wages, labor, less withholding 
 

411.01 

Dennis Kortekaas Mtgs, wages, labor, less withholding 
 

464.62 

Michele Smith Mtgs, wages, labor, less withholding plus expenses 
 

1003.29 

Becky Adams Mtgs, wages, labor, less withholding plus expenses 
 

514.71 

Bonnie Key Cleaning labor, showing, less withholding 
 

621.77 

Derrick Marttila Labor less withholdings 
 

2,037.78 

Dan Key Labor less withholdings 
 

2,015.55 

Matt Seibert Labor less withholdings 
 

1,390.40 

Zack Adams Labor less withholdings 
 

1,390.40 

PERA Payroll withholding 
 

1,239.73 

Braun Intertec project management and soil testing - gravel 
 

1,310.76 

Burggrafs Ace Hardware receipts from mt 
 

37.82 

Dust B Gone 
sprayed mag chloride: Bear Creek, Hauser, Riverview, 
Riverridge, Wagon wheel, 

 
9,848.60 

Home Depot online pmt:  service ctr supplies, town hall supplies 
 

109.98 

Itasca Community College Intern hours from 4/24-5/8 Jacqueline; 4/10-6/30 Allie 
 

631.50 

Itasca County Recorder cemetery deeds 
 

46.00 

Lake Country Power 
online pmt:: energy bill - service center, Wendigo, Crystal, 
cemetery 

 
342.27 

Plackner Tree Care tree removal 
 

1,000.00 

Schwartz and Sons Excavating grader work in late June 
 

1,310.00 

Stokes Printing office supplies 
 

108.53 

Terex/ASV Filters, fuel, oil 
 

24.09 

Verizon cell phones through 8/12/12 
 

128.82 

Waste Management 3 yd rel on call 
 

112.25 

Commissioner of Revenue Payroll withholding :: electronic payment 
 

581.32 

Wells Fargo Bank Payroll withholding :: electronic payment 
 

2,936.31 

Wells Fargo Bank checking account fee  5.00 

 
Total 

 
 $     30,549.19  

Approval to pay :: August 8, 2012, Checks numbered 15716 through 15738 
  Larry Key                                    Gary Rosato                                    Dennis Kortekaas 

 


