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MINUTES from the REGULAR Meeting 
Harris Township Board 

Wednesday, October 9, 2013 at 7:30pm 
  

The Regular Meeting of the Harris Town Board was held on Wednesday, October 9, 2013.  The meeting was called to 
order at 7:30pm, at the Harris Town Hall, with the following officers present: Supervisors Larry Key, Gary Rosato, and 
Dennis Kortekaas, Treasurer Becky Adams and Clerk Michele Smith.  Absent: None. 

Also in attendance:  Glen Hodgson - SEH, and residents Judy Myers, Dan Butterfield, and Cyndy Martin. 
 

1.  Pledge to the flag, followed by the reading of the township mission statement   

2.  Approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting on September 11, the Round Table Meeting with City Staff on 
September 18, and the Planning & Development Meeting on September 25, 2013.  

Motion by Key, second by Rosato, to approve the minutes as presented.  Upon roll call, motion passed. 

3.  Business from the floor 

None 

4. Treasurer’s Report:   

 Treasurer’s report for September 1– 30, 2013 

Sept 1, 2013 beginning balance:  $1,061,646.17 
Receipts:    $     30,373.57 
Disbursements:    $     69,851.85 
Sept 30, 2013 ending balance:  $1,022,167.89 

Treasurer Adams noted that due to the earliness of tonight’s meeting, the bank statements have not yet been 
received so interest on savings was not known.    

Motion by Rosato, second by Key, to approve the October 9th Treasurer’s report of September 2013 financials.  
Upon roll call, motion carried.   

5.  Roads 

 Glen Hodgson / SEH  

o Final Pay Estimate for Pre-paving Contract on Stony Point Road, Southwood Road and Robinson Road 

Schwartz Construction has completed all work and punch list items on the prepaving project on Stony Point 
Road, Southwood Road, and Robinson Road.  Total amount due is $1,760.37, which is mostly the release 
previous retainage.  And IC-134 form has been requested from the contractor. 

Motion by Key, second by Rosato, to approve the final payment to Schwartz Construction for the 
completion of the pre-paving project on Stony Point Road, Southwood Road, and Robinson Road in the 
amount of $1,760.37.  Upon roll call, motion carried by unanimous vote.  

o Update on 2013 Paving Project 

The bituminous overlay on Ruff Shores Road by Hawkinson Construction, as previously approved by the 
board, has been completed, but the final shouldering has not yet been done.  A payment request will be 
brought to the board in November.  Hodgson notified the board that some enhancement of the project was 
needed as there’s a catch basin that will need to be lowered; Hawkinson will do that.   

The other project approved by the board was to repair storm damage to shouldering work done on the 
2013 overlay project.  The work on Westwood Road and Robinsin Road has been completed, but he work 
on Stony Point Road remains to be done.  A payment request for this will also be brought to the board in 
November as both this work, and that noted above, will be done on the same day.    
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 Other road issues / concerns / updates 

o Tolerick Road:  There is a sink hole causing a problem.  The maintenance crew has filled it in with gravel but 
they have been doing this for apx 3 years, so a better solution will be needed soon.  The sink hole is caused 
by stumps rotting away underneath the road bed.  Key commented that the road should make it through 
the winter.   

o Grading:  Key informed the board that township gravel roads will be graded one more time this season. 

o Schmidt Road:  Key received a call that Schmidt Road was tore up; the maintenance guys have fixed the 
damage. 

o Pine Landing:  A call was received regarding the branches hanging along Pine Landing, and scraping the 
sides of the school bus.  Key said the branches have been trimmed and the roadside cleaned up. 

o East Harris Road:  Rosato received a request for a 30mph speed limit cautionary (yellow) sign on East Harris 
Road; he agreed to look into it and get back to the board at the October P&D meeting.   

6.  Recreation 

 None 

7.  Correspondence  

Board Action items: 

 None  

Noteworthy items: 

 None 

Non-action items   

 Copies of Itasca County approved sewer, land use, or building/property permits 

 Copy of Certificate of Liability Insurance – from H. Robert Anderson & Associates 

8.   Consent Agenda 

 Review & consider approval of the following items, as previously discussed at the 9/25/13 board meeting: 
1. Revised Harris Cemetery Policy as of Sept 25, 2013 to add that “Only cremation burials are allowed in sites of 

Section 1, if purchased after Oct 1, 2013.”  (See #3, added under Grave/Burial Regulations of policy) 
2. Letter of support for Paul Bunyan Communications to come down Airport Road (see draft sample) 

 Consider approval of cemetery site sold to Donald Mornes:  Section 3, Block 30, Lot 3, Site 6 

Motion by Rosato, second by Key, to approve the consent agenda items.  Upon roll call, motion passed. 

9.    Old Business 

 A reminder of the Intergovernmental Collaboration Opportunities meeting on Oct 15th at 11:30am at the Grand 
Rapids State Bank was noted.  The clerk has posted a quorum notice for this meeting. 

10.  New Business 

 None  

11.  Approve payment of bills for September 2013  

Key inquired if the invoices for Dan Martin had been paid.  Treasurer Adams said she’d just found a bill for 
Martin, for a light on top of skid steer.  However, she had not yet received a bill for the truck plow – probably 
because the plow had not yet been received by the maintenance crew.  The board approved adding the $300 
bill for the skid steer light to tonight’s bill list.   

Motion by Rosato, second by Kortekaas, to pay the bills per the attached document titled “October 2013 Bill 
Listing to Board” in the amount of $32,271.78, plus the additional $300 to Dan Martin approved above, for a 
total of $32,571.78.  Upon roll call, motion passed by a unanimous vote. 
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12.  Public Input (please limit comments to 5 minutes) 

 None, though someone commented there was a letter in the newspaper publicly thanking Itasca County and 
Harris Township for money and hard work put into the roads. 

13.  Adjourn  

Motion by Key, second by Rosato, to adjourn tonight’s meeting at 7:49pm.  Motion carried. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Michele Smith, Harris Township Clerk   
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PLUS: 
  Dan Martin Light for top of Skid steer      $300.00 
 

Revised Bill total:    $ 32,571.78 


