MINUTES from the REGULAR Meeting

Harris Township Board

August 13, 2008, at 7:30pm

The Regular Meeting of the Harris Town Board was held on Wednesday, August 13, 2008.  The meeting was called to order at 7:30pm, at the Harris Town Hall, with the following officers present: Supervisors Larry Key, Gary Rosato and Dennis Kortekaas, Clerk Michele Smith and Treasurer Peg Bishop.  Absent:  none.  Guest: Julie Kennedy, Twp Engineer
1.  Pledge to the flag was followed by the reading of the township mission statement.
2.  Approve MINUTES of the Regular Meeting July 9 and the P&D Meeting on July 23, 2008.
A motion was made by Supervisor Kortekaas, seconded by Supervisor Key, to approve the minutes as presented.  Upon roll call, motion carried unanimously.
3. ROADS
· Norway Road and Root Road turn-arounds – next steps 
Julie Kennedy advised that legal descriptions had been sent to Attorney Shaw, and title work is being ordered.  She recommended at 6:30pm work session before the August P&D meeting to meet with residents to discuss and sign easement documents.  Once easements are signed, the quotes will be solicited for the actual road improvement project.

Supervisor Key made a motion, seconded by Supervisor Kortekaas, to hold a work session at 6:30pm on Wednesday, August 27th, 2008 at the Harris Town Hall, to meet with residents of Norway and Root Roads regarding turnaround easement documents.  Upon roll call, motion carried unanimously.

Julie will contact the residents and possibly meet with them to sign the easement documents.  Andy is planning to attend the work session, per Julie.

· Wendigo Park Road
The road project is currently being bid.  Bid opening will be 12:30pm on August 22nd at the SEH office.  Clerk Smith and Supervisor Rosato will attend. 

· Woodland Park / Melody Roads
A pay request was submitted for approval in the amount of $104,571.56.  This is for the work done this year.  This is not the final request, as there will be one more in the spring, after punch list items have been completed.  The Board approved the payment request.

· Application for Utility Permit at the junction of Wendigo Park Road and Sunny Beach Road
Supervisor Key made a motion, seconded by Supervisor Kortekaas to approve the Application for Utility Permit as presented.  Upon roll call, motion carried.
4. TREASURES’S REPORT for the period July 1 – 31, 2008


A motion was made by Supervisor Kortekaas, seconded by Supervisor Key, to approve the August Treasurer’s report for July 1-31, 2008 as presented.  Upon roll call, motion carried unanimously
5.  BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR 
None
6.  Recreation
· Fence at Wendigo:

No update from Keller Fence on when they will start the project at Wendigo.
7.  CORRESPONDENCE 

· Amendments to County Zoning Ordinance relative to Resorts:  


There is a public hearing by the Itasca Co. Board of Commissioners: August 26, and 
by the Itasca Co. Planning Commission/BoA on September 11th at 9:00am.  Interested 
persons are invited to submit their comments in writing or attend the hearing.  Someone 
from the board will try and attend.
· Cooperative Purchasing Venture (CPV) agreement received:  signature required.
Supervisor Key made a motion to approve the CPV agreement and authorize its signature.  Motion was seconded and upon roll call, duly passed.

· Noxious Weed Bus Field Tour: Monday, Aug. 25, 2008, 8:30am – 11:30am

Supervisor Kortekaas will plan to attend this tour, as our current weed inspector for 
the township.
8.  CONSENT AGENDA

a.) Recommend appointment of Election Judges as outlined in Request for Board Action 

Supervisor Key made a motion, seconded by Supervisor Kortekaas, to approve the consent agenda item #a.  Upon roll call, motion carried unanimously.  
9. Old Business 

· Review draft of revised Opening Fee Schedule with standard burial hours and overtime hours/rates
Supervisor Key made a motion, seconded by Supervisor Kortekaas, to approve the Clerk’s draft letter to the funeral homes announcing the revised opening fee schedule.  Upon roll call, motion carried unanimously.  
Clerk Smith will get these sent out this week.

· Disk for Cemetery
Supervisor Key reported that he was unsuccessful in locating a disk for use at the cemetery.  He’s look around locally and in nearby towns, but can’t find anything suitable.  

He discussed the possibility of using a tiller instead.  Key looked at a John Deer 55” tiller at Pokegama Lawn & Sport, that would be pulled behind the small Ford tractor for use in tearing up roots in the new part of the cemetery.  The cost was $2,100 – only about $100 more than a disk.

Supervisor Rosato made a motion, seconded by Supervisor Kortekaas, to approve Supervisor Key to continue with the research of a tiller and to make a purchase of what he thought would work, and that our tractor could handle.  Upon roll call, motion carried unanimously.  
10. New Business 

None
13. APPROVE PAYMENT OF BILLS

Supervisor Kortekaas made a motion, seconded by Supervisor Key, to approve payment of the bills as listed on the attached bill list entitled “August - 08” in the amount of $195,025.10.  Upon roll call, motion carried unanimously. 
Treasurer noted that payment for Hawkinson for Melody/Woodland was included in the payments, as was Dust B Gone, and the gravel from Hammer Lund for Bear Creek and Wagon Wheel Roads.
14. ADJOURN
After upcoming meetings were reviewed by Chairman Rosato, Supervisor Key made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:05pm, seconded by Supervisor Kortekaas.  Meeting adjourned.








Respectfully submitted,









Michele R. Smith, Clerk
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