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Mission Statement:
The Harris Town Board strives to
enhance the quality of life, protect
the environment, and maintain the
economic stability for the residents
of their community.
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Wetlands

By Gary Rosato, Supervisor

Growing up in northern Minnesota, a
person gets accustomed to swamps or “bogs”
throughout our rural setting. Many times
these swamps are considered an open
invitation to “hide” or fill with refuse of many
kinds. I'm sure we've all seen little private
landfills consisting of cars, appliances,
landscape or building byproducts, used to “fill
in“ these mosquito gathering spots. Well, no
more; this can no longer be done. Wetlands
are protected by the Minnesota Wetlands
Conservation Act of 1991 and federally
enforced through the US Army Corps of
Engineers.

A presentation on the Wetlands
Conservation Act was recently given at a
meeting of the Itasca County Township
Association. This increased the town board’s
awareness of the guidelines, and heightened
our concerns of the lowlands and swamps
throughout our township.

The primary goal of the Wetlands
Conservation Act is ensuring there is no net
loss of wetlands, by filling, draining, and in
some cases, excavation. A wetland is a term
used to describe a wide variety of wet
environments, from a slight depression that
holds water after a spring runoff to a forested
swamp with mucky soils. Basically there are
8 types of wetlands; some are quite obvious
but others are much more difficult to identify
as they are indicated only by the types of
vegetation or tree growth.

Anyone planning to develop near or
through a lowland or wetland should consult
the ltasca County Environmental Services
Department at the ltasca County courthouse
or call them at 218-327-2857. -

For more information
on the Wetlands
Conservation Act of 1991:

www.dnr.state.mn.us/eco/
wetlands/index.html
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Portable
Bathrooms

By Dennis Kortekaas, Supervisor

Each year, the township puts out
bids for the rental of 7 portable
bathrooms for use at our public
parks and boat landings. Three
of the seven toilets are (KR
handicapped accessible. C

The bidding starts in April so
that the seasonal toilets can be
in place by the opening of fishing
season. The bids include the
rental, placement, cleaning and
inspection of at least once per
week. The township also can
request more frequent cleanings
if needed. The township
generally accepts the lowest bid.

Standard portable bathrooms
are placed at each of our public
landings on Pokegama Lake:
Troop Town, Mishawaka Landing
and LaPlant Landing. These are
seasonal locations and toilets
stay out from early May until the
end of September.

At the Harris Cemetery, we
place a handicapped accessible
toilet, which is there year round.

Year-round portable bathrooms
are also placed at Wendigo Park
and Crystal Park; these too are
handicapped accessible.

For the first time this summer
we had a seasonal toilet at the
Wendigo picnic area, which is
located between the Sunny

Beach Road (of f Wendigo Par
Road) and the Wendigo Roa

Any questions, please call
Dennis at 326-1882,
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From a Township
Supervisor’s Desk

By Larry Key, Supervisor

All of the information in this article
came from the original minutes taken
by Henry Thaxter, township clerk,
from 1920-1925.

In 1914, there was a committee
appointed to look for property in
Harris Township for a cemetery.
They found a 3 acre site on the old
Hill City road, now the River Road.
This property was not purchased until
1924 because of problems in locating
the deed. It was purchased by Harris
Township form E.J. Vraalstad in July
of 1924, and also registered that same
year. The three acres, more or less,
were purchased for $100.

The committee then appointed a
Board of Directors for the cemetery.
On that board were Mrs. Frank Hullard,
Mrs. E. Cronk, Mrs. C.A. Smith, O.J.
Niles, and Henry M. Thaxter. Mrs. C.
Beckers was an alternate.

In March 1925, an ad for brushing
and stumping the 3 acres for the
cemetery was put in the independent
Herald Review. Bids would be
reviewed on Saturday, April 25" at
10:00am. On that date, the Board of
Supervisors met at the cemetery site
for the purpose of receiving bids.
The bid of Kenneth Cronk, being the
lowest bid, was awarded the contract
for doing the work. The contract
price was $160.00. Kenny was paid
$60 on June 22, 1925 and the balance
of $100 on July 25, 1925.

CONTINUED on page 4...

Paul Bunyan
Update

In August 2009, the Harris Town Board
recommended approval of a Variance
Application that would allow Paul Bunyan TV
(PB) to buy a small piece of property near the
Drift Skippers club, and build a small utility
building. The construction of this building
would allow PB to establish and maintain cable
routes for TV, phone and hi-speed internet to
the south side of Pokegama Lake. A PB
representative explained that these types of
buildings are needed before a cable route is
established, and suggested that this may be the
first step toward getting PB in Harris Township.
The Variance was approved by Itasca County
in September, 2009.

Paul Bunyan has been in contact with the
township’s attorney, in hopes of meeting to
discuss Franchise Agreement options. You
may recall that, according to MN state statute, a
Franchise Agreement is legally necessary
before another cable provider can come into
Harris Township. Watch for updates to this
agreement in upcoming newsletters.

Harris Township’s
Centennial
History Book
Update

By Michele Smith, Clerk

| am pleased to announce that the
formal creation of a pictorial history
book of Harris Township was
awarded to township native and
current resident, Britta Arendt. You
may recall she did a wonderful
article, with photos, in the Herald
Review this past summer, in honor
of the township’s 100" birthday.
We hope to have the history book
available for sale by the end of
November, 2009.

Watch the Herald Review for
details on when and where the
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New
Traffic Sign
Standards

By Julie Kennedy, Township Engineer

Two new standards were recently
incorporated into the Minnesota
Manual on Uniform Traffic Control
Devices (MNnMUTCD) that mandate
how the Township maintains their
traffic signs. The two standards are
designed to improve traffic safety by
addressing  specific levels  of
crashworthiness and reflectivity.

Continued...next column

The first new standard focuses on the
crashworthiness of sign supports. For
Township roads with posted speed limits
of 50 mph or above, the MnMUTCD
states that all ground-mounted sign
supports within the clear zone must be
crashworthy.  This means that the
support posts shall be breakaway,
yielding or shielded with a longitudinal
barrier or a crash cushion. The Harris
Township maintenance crew is in the
process of updating all non-compliant
sign supports so that they meet the
current breakaway requirements.

The second new standard deals with
sign reflectivity. Traffic signs provide
important information to drivers at all
times, both day and night. The ability of
a sign to fulfill this role during nighttime
periods is provided by a unique form of
reflection known as “retroreflectivity.”
The retroreflectivity of a sign degrades
as the sign ages in the field.

Continued...next column

By law, agencies have until January
22, 2012 to implement a sign
assessment, or management method,
to maintain the minimum level of
sign retroreflectivity. Harris
Township has recently established a
sign inventory system that tracks the
date of installation for each sign.
They will use the date of sign
installation and typical sign service
life of 10 to 12 years (manufacturer’s
warranty period for sign face
material) to manage the level of
retroreflectivity of the signs as they
age. In addition, the Township plan
also includes visual nighttime
inspection since factors, such as
weather, vandalism, and facing
direction, can sometimes shorten the
expected service life of signs.

Complete and return for a Prize, to John Jokela, 28600 Sunny Beach Rd

Across
2. Female named road
6. Female named road

8. Anniversary State Forest
10. Supervisor
12 Skippers

13. Supervisor

14. Public landing

15. Recent general election turnout percentage
17. Available for rent

19. Public landing

20. Lake in township

21. Lake in township

24 Female named road

25. 100 year celebration

26. Supervisor

27. Female named road

28. Slogan: . Shores and More

Down

1. Longest gravel road

3. Treasurer

4.  Public landing

5. Longest township road
7. Park

9. Springs

13 14

20 21

11. Second Tuesday in March
16. Cold temp when rinks close
18. Public landing

22. Cletk

HINT: Go to the township’s website, to look for answers:
www.HarrisTownshipMN.org

23. Male named road
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

HARRIS TOWNSHIP
2009 MEETING
SCHEDULE

The Harris Town Board will meet on the following
dates in 2009, with the meetings starting at 7:30
p.m., and held at the Harris Town Hall, 21998
Airport Road.

Regular Planning & Development
Meetings: Meetings:

Wed. November 18
TBD - if needed

Tues. November 10
Wed. December 9

Wed. January 13, 2010
Wed. February 10
Wed. March 10

Wed. January 24
Wed. February 24
Wed. March 24

,..continued Supervisor’s Desk / Cemetery History
from page 2

On May 29, 1926, the cemetery was
worked up and seeded by T.W.
Anderson and Sons, for $64.12.

On September 25, 1926, Lloyd Johnson
platted the cemetery for $100.00.

I

November 27, 1927, the first Sharris
Cemetery sites were sold to W.L.
Surface for $25.00. They were recorded
by L.W. Huntley for $2.50.

Kenny Cronk painted
the fence in August 1927.

I will continue with more cemetery
history in the next newsletter. If anyone
has information on the Harris
Cemetery, please contact me, Larry
Key, at 218-244-5248 or 326-3608.

It would be great if someone had a
picture of the cemetery when it had the
wood fence around it. This was installed
in 1927.

RS
For Cemetery Information, contact
Clerk Michele Smith at 327-9930 or

MicheleSmithClerk@msn.com
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