Ordinance No. 2004-003
An Ordinance to Establish

Lodging Tax in Harris Township
WHEREAS, the legislature has authorized the imposition of a tax upon lodging at a hotel, motel, rooming house, tourist court or other used space of a transient; and

WHEREAS, the imposition of such a tax would provide funding for a convention and tourism bureau to promote the Town as a tourist and convention center; 

NOW THEREFORE, the Township of Harris hereby ordains the adoption of the Ordinance #2004-003, which in summary states:

Imposition of Tax:  There is hereby imposed a tax of three percent (3%) on the rent charged by an operator for providing lodging to any person as of the date of this publication (November 3rd, 2004) of this ordinance for bed and breakfasts and for hotels.  As for resorts, the tax shall be imposed as of October 15th, 2004.  The tax shall be stated and charged separately and shall be collected by the operator for the lodger.

Use of Tax Proceeds:  Five percent (5%) of the proceeds obtained from the collection of taxes pursuant to this Ordinance shall be paid to the City of Grand Rapids for the costs of collection.  Ninety-five percent (95%) of the proceeds shall be used to fund the Grand Rapids Area Visitors and Convention Bureau, to be used solely in accordance with Minn. Stat. Sec. 477A.018, Subd. 3, for the purpose of marketing and promoting the town as a tourist or convention center.

A complete printed text copy of this ordinance is available for inspection by any person during a time arranged with the Clerk.
