CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION 
WORK SESSION

HARRIS TOWN BOARD

Tuesday, April 1, 2008, 7:30 P.M.
The Harris Town Board met on Tuesday, April 1, 2008 at 7:30 p.m., at the Harris Town Hall, with the following members present: Supervisors Gary Rosato, Dennis Kortekaas and Larry Key, Treasurer Peg Bishop and Clerk Michele Smith.  Absent: none.
Also present were residents / committee members Maureen Rosato, Mike Hendricks (new), and Sylvia Eckstrom (new).  Absent:  John Jokela.
The purpose of tonight's meeting was to continue discussions regarding the upcoming 100th birthday of Harris Township and how to celebrate it.
HISTORY BOOK:
Sylvia Eckstrom brought a book from the Library she’d found, on Duncan Harris.  It was titled “The First Farmer of the North, Duncan Harris PIONEER”, and was written by Helen H. Jensen in 1992.  It was about 25 pages long.  Sylvia also brought some article and pictures of Wendigo School for the township to copy.  These items were passed around, and started discussions flowing.

At the annual meeting, the electors authorized that the township could spend up to $15,000 on a centennial celebration.  The committee agreed that a  history book should be done – but the exactly style was not determined.  Peggy gave some ideas for chapers in the book:

· Officers of the board – list name, office held, and years served

· Schools – she knew of 3 in Harris Township 

· Business – many have changed hands several times over the years (like the current Zorbaz restaurant and Peterson’s Store)

· Resorts – Mike noted that Camp Mishawaka is also celebrating their centennial in 2009…perhaps we could get information from them for the book

· Recreation – parks, the lake, etc.

· Founding families (like Duncan Harris) and other “important” people / founding families still in the township.  Peggy shared a census list she’d gotten from the Historical Society – 73 people (names/ages listed), adults and children.

Potential cost was discussed.  John Jokela was going to check with Beth Biley on the cost to compile information for a book, but he was unable to attend tonight’s meeting.  Peggy is going to get prices from other townships who have done centennial books.  

The committee felt they could probably gather quite a bit of information for a book, but would still need someone to compile and prepare the information.  Lilah Crowe has a file started at the Historical Society, and Rose Baltus works at the Herald Review, and can get us some information.

Peggy suggested assigning one school or business to a person to research, and they would then bring that information back to the committee.  Time is an issue for most members, but they will all try.

Gary had a suggestion of writing stories around the pictures.  The committee liked this idea.
It was also suggested that the next newsletter should ask for any pictures, articles, history, or family stories for the book…as well as more members/volunteers for the centennial committee.

TOWNSHIP PICNIC:
Mike suggested having a one day centennial celebration picnic themed like 1909.  The committee liked this idea – and the theme.  Ideas discussed were:
· Have it at Crystal Park, where there were places for horseshoes, baseball, etc.

· Parking is an issue, but options could be to have shuttles running from the old Harbor parking lot, or asking to use a nearby field for parking that day (McKinny or Figgins)
· Wendigo Hotel/Golf Course location was discussed, as they would have ample parking, but that location would take away from the old fashioned feel – and would be less private (it is open to the public).

· The weekend after the 4th of July was liked by all – but whether Sat. or Sun. was not decided.  Time frames were also discussed, but nothing was decided.

· Have a few cars there from 1909 (Vintage Car Club)

· Display 1909 clothing – or have committee members dress up accordingly

· Horse and buggy rides

· Old fashioned games for the kids – like the hoop and stick, a cake walk, jump rope contest, etc.  Prizes could be ribbons, with Harris Centennial on them somewhere

· Although a potluck would be in keeping with the theme, liability was an issue.  The committee agreed it should be catered.  There are several people in our township who could do it, including Mike Ives with his new Timberlake Lodge convention center.

· Would need tents (in case of rain and for shade), and tables/chairs.  Everyone liked the ideas of Lefty’s Tent doing this – they do all the work for set up and tear down, and are very reputable as well as reasonably priced.

· Will need additional portable bathrooms for the day

· Should have a medical person on hand

· Music – perhaps strolling musicians, like the LaPlants (guitars/fiddle)

· No fireworks (too expensive and dangerous)

· Mike agreed to layout a picnic for the next meeting, including potential problems

OTHER:
 

The township wondered if the County would have record of when the township was organized, and when it was named Harris Township.  Mike thought it was probably just given a reference number at first, and was later named after Duncan Harris.  He had a survey of the township from 1878.

Gary wondered if there was an Ojibwa resource for the Indian history piece of the township – like Drumbeater Island.  Mike thought this information may be in the book on Pokegama Lake that was published last year.  Gary would look.

Peggy suggested selling buttons for admittance to the picnic.  She has some magazines she would bring to the next meeting.

RECAP:
· Committee agreed to do a history book, and a one day picnic.

· Half-marathon still on the table – but need to wait for John on that.

· Next Meeting:  Wednesday, May 7th at 7:30pm – at the hall if available.

Work session ended at 9:00pm.











Sincerely, 











Michele Smith, Clerk
Minutes of CENTENNIAL Work Session April 1, 2008                                                                                Page 2

