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[image: image7.wmf]Memorial Day Celebration at         Harris Cemetery 
By Gary Rosato, Supervisor 
Memorial Day at the Harris Township Cemetery will once again be hosted by the Town Board, volunteers, and local Veterans groups.  Refreshments will be served and ceremonies will be performed to honor all persons being remembered.

The cemetery grounds and sites are readied with the appropriate décor of flowers, wreaths and American Flags.  The Veterans Memorial and flag pole marks the main congregation point for hugs, hand shakes, a nod of acknowledgement to one another and provokes possibly a silent prayer with thoughts of our loved ones. 

Once the Color Guard arrives at the site, conversation lulls to a whisper as their presentation is given and the sound of Taps echo’s through-out the land, thus honoring all those who have gone before us.  

These Memorial Day ceremonies are schedule to commence at 10:30am, on Monday, May 28th.
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CEMETERY QUESTIONS: 
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HARRIS CEMETERY POLICY on

FLOWERS AND OTHER DECORATIONS:

Flowers and decorations are allowed from April 1 until the day after Labor Day.  All must be removed by this date or will be removed and disposed of by the Township.  If flowers or decorations become unmanageable or unpleasantly deteriorated, they can be removed at any time by the Township. 

Two flower boxes or containers are allowed per grave site.  Real or artificial flowers must be in removable containers or on shepherd hooks or flower stands, but cannot contain more than two flower arrangements on one stand.
Flower beds are permitted next to the headstones on the grave site. This bed must be maintained within the grave site and kept clean, and free of weeds.

The loss of any flowers or decorations will not be the responsibility of the Township.  The Township Cemetery workers will make every effort to protect and move any decorations during their maintenance procedures.
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Relief Road Update
By Julie Kennedy, Township Engineer

On April 4, 2007 the Harris Town Board held a well attended neighborhood meeting to gain resident input for a study being conducted to determine the feasibility and cost-effectiveness of establishing a relief road between Sunny Beach Road and Harris Town Road.  
Two different location options were presented and discussed, as well as an option for no relief road, but to make major improvements to Sunny Beach Road instead.  

The feasibility study will also include analyzing current traffic counts and development potential for the area in order to project future traffic volumes for a new road.  

The feasibility report is expected to be presented to the Town Board at the July 25, 2007 Planning and Development Meeting.  The results of this study will help the Board decide which option would be best for our township.
From a Township Supervisor’s Desk
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By Larry Key, Supervisor (
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Adopt-a-Highway clean-up day
By Dennis Kortekaas, Supervisor
The two mile section of River Road, adopted by the Harris Town Board, was cleaned on April 23, 2007.  The weather was perfect, and there were very few bugs or woodticks.  It took about 2 hours to complete the task.
Quite a few bags of garbage were collected, which were picked up by Itasca County the next day.  Thanks to all who helped and to those who honked at us in support.

[image: image16.wmf]Thought is being given to an entire Township Clean-up Day…where residents could help clean their ditches at the same time as the Board, followed by a BBQ at the town hall. We’ll keep you posted on this as plans are made.
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HARRIS TOWNSHIP
CONTACT INFORMATION:
BOARD DIRECTORY

Supervisors:
-  Larry Key……...326-3608 / 244-5248
-  Gary Rosato …...326-4704

-  Dennis Kortekaas.. 326-1882

Clerk/Cemetery Sexton:
 - Michele Smith …327-9930

   Or michelesmithclerk@msn.com
Treasurer:

  - Peggy Bishop…..326-6368



 Cemetery:

Town Hall Rental

To rent the town hall, please contact our Town Hall Caretaker:

       Rental Rates (per day):

      $  50 – for a Township Resident

      $100  - for a Non-Twp Resident

       (a $25 deposit is required)
	Harris Township

C/O Michele Smith, Clerk

30037 Harris Towns Road

Grand Rapids, MN  55744


	
	

	ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
	
	

	
	
	


Veterans Memorial at Harris Cemetery 








Michele Smith


327-9930 or


MicheleSmithClerk@msn.com 
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Regular Meeting


Wed. August 8, 2007


Harris Town Hall – 7:30pm








Planning & Development Mtg


Wed. August 22, 2007


Harris Town Hall – 7:30pm








Township POSTING SITE:





The bulletin board box outside our Town Hall has been designated as the official posting site for Harris Township.  This is where  special meeting notices are posted by the Clerk, at least 3 days prior to the board meeting.  








Continued …from Supervisor’s Desk
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Upcoming Township Events


Memorial Day Celebration


Monday, May 28, 2007


Harris Cemetery


Color Guard to perform at 10:30am





Coffee, lemonade, and cookies will be served, starting around 9:30am.  Veterans’ graves should be marked with a marker & flag.  However, if you know of a Veteran grave that did not get a flag, please come get one of the extra flags near the Veterans Memorial.  


Regular Meeting of the Board


Wed. June 13, 2007


7:30pm at the Harris Town Hall


This is the meeting that is taped for broadcast on ICTV.  Any resident concerns will be heard by the board, under the agenda item of “Business from the Floor”.


Regular Meetings of the Harris Town Board are held the second Wednesday of every month, beginning at 7:30pm at the Harris Town Hall.





Planning & Development (P&D) Meeting


Wed. June 27, 2007


7:30pm at the Harris Town Hall





The P&D meeting is a more casual meeting (no cameras!), where the Board discusses many matters of the Township.  There is also a “Business from the Floor” agenda item for any resident concerns 





Regular Meeting


Wed. July 11, 2007


Harris Town Hall – 7:30pm





Planning & Development Mtg


Wed. July 25, 2007


Harris Town Hall – 7:30pm





The feasibility study on the Relief Road is scheduled to be presented to the board at this meeting.
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In this article I will continue with the Supervisor’s duties.  One of the hardest responsibilities relates to our road right-of-ways (ROWs).


What is a road ROW? A right-of-way is the area dedicated to the public for use, often extending 33 feet from the center line of the road.  It generally includes the outside slope of the ditch. 


ROWs are obtained by purchase, plat dedication, continued public use and maintenance, eminent domain, or gift.                   (Continued, next column)


The majority of ROWs have public easement.  With an easement, adjacent land owners have the right to use the land only in ways that don’t interfere with public use.  


Did you know that Minnesota Statue 160.2715 declares it a misdemeanor to conduct certain activities in the ROWs?  Those activities include plowing, tilling, planting, erecting a fence, removing earth, gravel or rock from the road, and placing advertisements in the ROW.


Why should the township be worried about objects in the ROW?  Courts have said that township have a duty to keep their road ROWs reasonably maintained.  Because the township is a road authority, it has liability for damages and injuries that result from obstructions they know exist in a road ROW.


Obstructions are objects in the ROW that pose potential problems in the use or maintenance of the ROWs.  These include buildings or structures, fences, trees, landscaping and boulders.  


         �


Mailboxes have a right to be within the ROW; however, there are limitations on the structure of the mailboxes.  They cannot have more than one vertical support or contain more than two mailboxes.  Mailboxes that don’t meet the breakaway standards are also considered hazards.  Wooden supports bigger than 4” square, or 4.5” in diameter if round, and metal supports weighing more than 4lbs per vertical foot do not meet the break away criteria.  Examples of ILLEAGAL supports include filled milk cans, brick structures, and concrete filled pipes (Minn. Rule 8818.0300).


I will continue with more Township Supervisor duties in the next newsletter.


Larry Key, Supervisor


.





From LARRY KEY - Supervisor
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Harris Township to turn 100 years old!





By Peggy Bishop – Treasurer





         �





Early this year, the Harris Town Board was very pleased to receive news that our financial audit passed with flying colors, but there was one question that we could not answer.  The auditor asked us “When was Harris Township established?”  We had no idea.  


So, I went back to the town hall and pulled out the first minutes book that I knew of.  After some researching, I found that the first meeting of the Harris Town Board was held on November 11, 1909.


Several other townships and cities in our area are in the process of planning their centennials.  We have a couple years to plan what we want to do for ours.  Some suggestions have been a township carnival and picnic, township buttons or t-shirts and a township history book.  The possibilities are endless, but we will need the input and expertise from you, our residents.  Watch for meeting notices in upcoming newsletters.  


Harris Township deserves to celebrate what a fine job we’ve done of governing ourselves for 100 years!








For Cemetery Information, contact Clerk, Michele Smith at


327-9930 or email, at 


MicheleSmithClerk@msn.com





Parks and Recreation Facilities in Harris Township


By Gary Rosato, Supervisor


Our Township owns and operates a number of recreation facilities that serve our residents and visitors.





Crystal Springs Park, located just  south of the Pokegama Lake bridge/causeway, off  Crystal Springs Road, has a baseball field with bleachers, a hockey/skating rink with warming house, a playground area with swings & climbing structures, a basketball, volleyball, tennis and game court.  This area also has a pavilion with picnic tables, electricity and braziers for family picnics and gatherings.  The pavilion can be reserved with the permission of the Town Board/Clerk.  To reserve the Crystal Springs Pavilion, contact the Township Clerk, Michele Smith at 327-9930 or email her at, MicheleSmithClerk@msn.com





Wendigo Park is located off the Wendigo Road/City Rd 67, on Sunny Beach Road.  It has a baseball field, bleachers, hockey/skating rink with warming house and a tennis court.  There is also a playground area with swings and climbing structures.





Wendigo picnic area is located off Sunny Beach Rd & is equipped with picnic tables and open green space.





The Harris Town Hall has a large paved parking lot, swings, basketball hoop and of course the Town Hall itself, which is available to rent for various functions.  To rent the town hall, please call the Town Hall Caretaker; Bonnie Key: 327-0435





In addition, the Township also maintains four boat accesses to Pokegama Lake, equipped with docks and concrete planked ramps for boat trailer use.  These boat landings are located on LaPlant Road, Mishawaka Road, Sunny Beach Road (Bayside Marina/Troop Town) and Woodtick.
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Itasca Little League


Wendigo and Crystal ball fields will be used each Monday – Thursday, from 5:00pm - dark, through July, for Little League baseball practices.


Mary Sandstrom Tennis Tournament


Wendigo and Crystal tennis courts will be used Tues, July 10th for the Mary Sandstrom tourney.
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RECIPE CORNER


By Peggy Bishop, Treasurer





Snicker Bar Salad – a cool summer treat everyone will love!





Ingredients:


- 12 regular Snicker bars, frozen


- 4 cups miniature marshmallows


- 16 oz. cool whip


- 8 Granny Smith apples





Chop candy bars while frozen.


Core and dice apples.


Stir all ingredients together and enjoy!








Mission Statement:


The Harris Town Board strives to enhance the quality of life, protect the environment, and maintain the economic stability for the residents of their community.
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